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A  Along  all  the  Difea- 
Jes  that  infefi  our 
Humane  Bodies  , 
there  is  not  one  known  hi¬ 
therto  y  that  more  defer - 
vedly  is  called  Oppro¬ 
brium  Medicorum,  the 
Reproach  of  Phyficians, 
than  the  Gout. 

'the  Englifll  Word  which 
is  the  fame  with  the 
French  has  it p  Origin 
from  Gutta,  (ex  defluxu 
guttatim  fafto)  a  bar - 
barons /  Latin  Tranflation 
of  the  Greek  Arthritis, 
or  articular  Dpfeafe,  which 
is  the  general  Name  for 
all  the  different  Species  of 
Joint-Pains  9  in  the  vari¬ 
ous  Denominations  of  which 
the  Learned  have  been  as 
Copious  m  they  have  betn 


Defective  m  writing  any 
thing  materially  as  "to  the 
Cure  of  them . 

In  the  Feety  the  J)i~ 
ftemper  is  call’d  Podagra  5 
in  the  Knees ,  Gonagra  j 
in  the  Hips  Ifchiatica  j 
in  the  Hands ,  Chiragra  $ 
and  m  the  Shoulders , 
mogra.  Thefe  are  the  Parts 
mo  ft  obnoxious  to  the  Dip? 
eafey  and  c on f e quern ly  th$ 
Names  already  mention  d 
are  every  where  obvious  in 
A/fedical  Authors.  But  as 
thefe  Arthritick  Painsytiop 
being  confin’d  to  their  ufu * 
al  Stations,  have  now  and 
then,  though  rarely 9  re¬ 
mov’d  the  Scene  of  jtf# 
fhttion  to  other  Places 9 
your  Extraordinary  Thy- 
ficians,  nop  to  be  behind* 
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hand  with  the  Diftemper , 
have  ftillvarfd  the  Name , 
according  to  the  difference 
of  the  Part  ~  it  has  af- 

fctled- 

Jn  the  Vertebras  of  the 
Neck-)  it  is  term'd  Tfa- 
chelagra  ;  in .  the  Spina 
Dor  ft,  or  Backbone j  Ra¬ 
dii  iagr  a  \  in  the  Ankle , 
Talia,  or  Talla  9  and 
when  it  feiz.es  the  Joint  of 
the  Jaw-y  it  invft  be  filed 
Siagonagra  *9  in  the  Joint 
of  the  Elbow ,  it  is  called 
Pechiagra  and  in  the 
"Teeth,  tho ’  t&ere  is  no  Ar¬ 
ticulation  there,  Odontal¬ 
gia  by  Strobelbergerus, 
who  will  have  the  riooth- 
ach  to  be  a  kind  of  Gout. 
Befides  the  Parts  1  have 
nam'd)  Etmuller  has  ob- 
ferv'd  the  fame  Arthri- 
tick  Pains,  in  one  half  of 
the  Nofe  j  as  aljo  in  the 
Sternum  which  compre¬ 
hends  the  Bones  and  Car¬ 
tilages  of  the  Brea  ft)  the 
only  two  Places  I  could 
ever  meet  with,  where  the 
Gout  had  not  a  particular 
Name . 

i 

When  Men  with  fo  much 
Nicety,  give  new  Names 


to  every  flep  and  motion 
of  a  Diftemper,  who  would 
think  other  wife,  but  that 
by  long  experience  in  Cu -- 
ring  of  it,  they  had  found 
an  effential  Difference  be¬ 
tween  the  feveral  Species , 
and  had  particular  Reme¬ 
dies  ready  for  every  one  of 
them  ?  Tet  far  from  this , 
Phyfcians  in  general  agree, 
that  all  the  above-men¬ 
tion  d  Species  require  the 
fame  method  of  Cure  *7  and 
whoever  confutes  the  mo  ft 
noted  among  them ,  will 
find,  that  concerning  the 
internal  and  immediate 
Cau fe  as  well  as  Cure  of 
this  Difeaje ,  nothing  has 
been  hitherto  writ  with  any 
certainty  *  that  very  few 
have  given  us  a  better  Hi- 
fi  cry  of  it  than  every  Pa¬ 
tient  can  firm  if!)  us  with 
and  in  fl)ort,  that  in  treat¬ 
ing  of  the  Govt,  none  have 
obferv'd  any  Exattnefs  but 
in  the  mo  ft  immaterial 
Part ,  only  fit  for  trifling 
Grammarians  to  meddle 
with. 

From  what  I  have  [aid, 
the  Reader  may  perhaps 
imagine,  that  I  pretend  to 
fome  new  Sy&e m,  by  which 
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the  Phenomena  of  this 
Duftemper  will  he  better 
folv'd  than  has  been  done 
hitherto  }  but  I  am  fo  far 
from  breaking  my  Head 
with  Novelties  and  Specu¬ 
lation ,  that  I  have  long 
ago  thought ,  that  the  Time 
and  Tains ,  which  fo  many 
ingenious  Men  have  be¬ 
llow'd  in  defending  and 
refuting  the  Hypothecs 
already  broached ,  were 
thrown  away  to  very  little 
Purpofe  }  and  the  reafon 
of  my  Jetting  forth  a  Trea- 
tife  of  his  Nature ,  is  whol¬ 
ly  Practical.  Some  time 
afro ,  I  met  with  a  Medi- 

*s>  * 

cine ,  that  to  two  or  three 
Patients  ajfliEled  with  the 
Gout  ,  gave  immediate 
Eafe.  Not  daring  to  hope 
for  fuch  a  good  Fortune  as 
all  the  World  would  efleem 
the  Pojfejfion  of  fuch  an 
Arcanum  ,  I  at  fir  si 
afcrib* d  thnfe  Succejfies ,  ei¬ 
ther  to  Chance ,  or  fome 
unknown  Accident  *,  but 
fince  that ,  1  have  been  con¬ 
vinced  by  fo  many  Trials 
of  the  real  worth  of  this 
excellent  Medicine ,  that  I 
fhould  think  my  fe If  inju¬ 
rious  to  the  Publick •,  not 
to  acquaint  them  with  the 


ftupendious  Efie&s  I 
have  fceji  from  it.  /  can 
eafily  forejee  the  Utile  Cre¬ 
dit  this  bare  Affcrtion 
would  meet  with  from  mo  ft 
People ,  if  I  had  not  unde¬ 
niable  Proofs ,  and  home 
Inftances  of  Succefs  to  cor¬ 
roborate  it  with ,  neither 
am  I  ignorant  of  the  great 
Difficulty  the  mo  ft  able 
Phyjicians  have  had  hither¬ 
to ,  in  giving  the  leapt  Eafe 
in  the  Diftemper  I  f peak'- 
of.  But  as  the  fame  might 
have  been  faid  of  Quartan 
Agues,  before  the  ZJfle  of 
the  jefuits  Bark  was  tho¬ 
roughly  known ,  Jo  I  jhall 
give  every  Body  leave  to 
think  what  I  fay  improba¬ 
ble ,  that  will  fluffier  him- 
felf  to  be  convinced  by 
Matter  of  FaSt. 

No  Man ,  who  has  read 
the  greatest  Experiment 
tal  Philofopher  that  ever 
Europe  produc'd  0 1  mean 
the  Honourable  P^obert 
Boyle,  Efq\  can  doubt  of 
the  Exiflence  of  Speci- 
ficks ;  but  before  1  fay 
any  more  of  them ,  or  the 
Meddcine  I  have  hinted  at , 
and  which  I  think  deferves 
that  Name ,  / Jhall  briefly 

touch 
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touch  on  the  moCl  mate¬ 
rial  Things  which  Practi¬ 
tioners  have  f aid  of  the 
Gout  ;  relate  fome  of  the 
most  noted  Conjectures , 
and  different  Reafonings 
concerning  the  Caufes  of 
it,  and  demonflrate  how 
little  the  heft  contriv'd 
Hypothecs,  and  all  the 
witty  Speculations  of  the 
Ingenious ,  have  hitherto 
contributed  to  the  Cura¬ 
tive  part  of  this  Diftemper 
,  $nd  the  real  comfort  of  the 
AtfliCled.  In  the  mean  time 
J  fall  defire  the  Reader 

From  my  Houfe  on  the 
left  Hand  beyond  the 
Chappel  in  Hatt on-Gar • 
den?  London . 


from  what  I  fay ,  not  to 
imagine  as  if  I  any  ways 
flighted  the  Knowledge  of 
Caufes,  or  thought  it  un~ 
neceffary  to  the  removing 
of  the  Diflempers.  1  have 
always  been  of  Opinion  that 
a  found  Theory  was  the 
Foundation  of  a  fafe  Pra* 
ft  ice,  yet  I  cant  help 
thinking ,  but  that  how  long 
foever  People  may  wran¬ 
gle  about  the  Explication 
of  the  Edence  and  Phe¬ 
nomena  of  a  Diftemper , 
the  true  end  of  Phyfick 
is  to  cure  it, 
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CHAP.  I. 

Of  the  Symptoms  of  the  Gout. 


IK  giving  a  definition 
of  the  Gouty  every 
Author  has  hook’d  in 
fomething  of  the  Syfiem 
he  follow’d,  yet  all  of 
them  agree  that  it  is  a 
deep,  diftending ,  pier¬ 
cing,  throbbing,  conti¬ 
nual,  and  bitter  Pain  in 
the  Glanduls  next  ad¬ 
joining  to  the  Perioflium. 
It  is  generaly  divided  in 
Hot  and  Cold :  In  the 
Firft,  the  Skin  of  the 
Part  affefted  is  higher 
colour’d,  and  the  Pain 
more  intenfe  than  in  the 
latter. 

In  the  Hiftory  of  this 
Difeaie,  I  fhall  follow 
the  Candid  as  well  as 
Sagacious  Sydenham,  who 
has  fet  down  the  Pheno¬ 
mena  of  it,  with  great* 
er  Fidelity,  and  made 
more  uleful  obfervations 
In  the  Gouty  than  all  the 
Phyfical  World  befides. 


After  diftinguifhing  be¬ 
tween  the  Regular  and 
Irregular  Attacks  of  this 
Diftemper,  he  has  ob- 
ferv’d,  that  the  former 
generally  invade  People 
all  on  afudden,  at  the 
latter  end  of  January ,  or 
the  beginning  of  Februa¬ 
ry.  All  the  Notice  that 
the  Gout  gives  ’em  of  its 
Approach,  is,  that  fome 
Weeks  before,  the  Pa¬ 
tients  find  a  Crudity  and 
Rawnefs  in  their  Sto¬ 
machs,  with  a  windy 
fort  of  Diftention  and 
Heavinefs  of  the  Body, 
which  Symptoms  daily 
encreafe,  till  at  laft  the 
Jyrant  at  once  appears. 
A  few  Days  before  there 
is  a  Numbnefs  felt,  and 
as  it  were  a  dcfcent  of 
Wind  through  the  flefh'y 
part  of  the  Thighs  , 
with  fpafmodick  Mo¬ 
tions  and  the  Day  be¬ 
fore 
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fore  the  Fit,  the  Appe¬ 
tite  is  more  Voracious 
than  at  other  times.,  but 
not  Natural-, the  Patient 
goes  to  Bed  tollerably 
well ,  but  about  two 
hours  after  Midnight  he 
is  waked  with  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  the  Pain  ,  for 
the  molt  part  affe&ing 
the  great  Toe,  fometimes 
the  Hed,  and  at  other 
times  the  Ankle,  or  the 
■Calf  of  the  Leg.  This 
Pain  is  like  that  of  dif- 
located  Bones,  and  feels 
as  if  cold  Water  was 
poured  upon  the  Mem¬ 
brane  of  the  Part  affeft- 
cd ,  which  is  followed^ 
by  fhivering  and  Iha-, 
king,  and  fomething  bfj 
a  Fever  *,  as  the  Pain 
en creates,  fo  the  fhiver- 
ing  and  ihaking  go  off 
by  degrees  ^about  Night 
the  Pain  is  come  to  its 
height,  accomodating  it 
felf  according  to  the  va- 
riety  of  the  Bones  of  the 
Tar/tts,  and  ALetatarfks , 
whofe  Ligaments  it  feiz- 
es,  fometimes  refem- 
bling  a  violent  ft  retch¬ 
ing  of  thofe  Ligaments, 
ibfn  crimes  the  gnawing 
of  a  Dog,  and  other- 


times  an  incumbent 
Weight.  The  Part  af- 
feded  has  moreover  fuch 
an  exquifite  Pain,  that 
the  very  Bed-cloaths  are 
infupportable  to  it  as 
well  as  hard  treading  in 
the  Chamber j  another 
Affli&ion  that  diftnrbs 
the  Patient,  is  the  wea- 
rifome  turning  of  the 
Part  hither  and  thither, 
and  its  continually 
changing  of  Place.  The 
toffing  likewife  of  the 
w  hole  Bod  y  w  hich  always 
attends  the  Fit, is  as  tire- 
fome  as  the  continual 
Aeitation  and  Pain  of 

u 

the  affli&ed  Member.  A 
thoufand  endeavours  are 
ufed  in  changing  the  Po¬ 
llute  of  the  Body,  aiid 
the  Plate  whereon  the 
Member  lies  to  alleviate 
the  Pain,  but  no  Eafe  is 
had  rill  two  or  three -a 
Clock  in  the  Morning  of 
the  fecond  Day,  at 
which  time  the  Patientls 
fuddenly  reliev'd  by  fea- 
fon  there  is  forne  Digefti- 
on  and  Difcuflion  of  tlie 
PecCarit  Matter,  thoT  he 
undefervediy  aferibes  it 
to  that  poktion  of  the 
I  afieried  Member  he  hfM 

iaft* 


of  the  G  O  U  T 


laft.  And  now  being 
in  a  breathing  Sweat, 
he  falls  a  fieep,  when  he 
wakes,  he  finds  the  Pain 
much  abated  ,  and  the 
Part  affecfted,  fwelPd. 
The  next  Day,  and  per¬ 
haps  two  or  three  after, 
if  the  Matter  that 
breeds  the  Gout ,  is  copi¬ 
ous  ,  the  Part  affefted 
will  be  more  in  Pain 
again,  which  encreafes 
towards  the  Evening, 
but  abates  about  the 
time  of  the  Cock’s  crow¬ 
ing.  Within  a  few  Days 
the  other  Foot  will 
be  in  Pain  as  the  former 
was,  and  if  the  former 
has  left  off  aking  ,  the 
Weaknefs  it  had,  foon 
vani fhes,  and  Strength 
is  lb  immediately  re- 
ftored  to  it,  as  if  it  ne¬ 
ver  had  been  out  of  or¬ 
der,  if  the  Pain  is  vio¬ 
lent  in  the  Foot  lately 
feized.  Sometimes  when 
there  is  fuch  an  abun¬ 
dance  of  Peccant  Matter,, 
that  one  Foot  is  not  able 
to  contain  it ,  it  afflhfts 
both  together  with 
.equal  Violence  but 
moft  commonly  it  feizes 
them  one  after  another 


as  has  been  faid.  After 
it  has  troubled  the  Feet? 
the  Fits  that  follow  are 
Irregular ,  both  as  to 
the  Time  of  their  Ap^ 
proach  and  Duration  ; 
yet  the  Pain  always  re¬ 
turns  in  the  Evening? 
and  abates  again  by 
Morning,  and  of  a  Se¬ 
ries  of  thefe  Mall  Fits,, 
confifls  what  wre  call  a 
Fit  of  the  Gout ,  longer 
or  fiiorter  according  to 
the  Age  of  the  Patient  § 
for  it  is  not  to  be  fup- 
pos’d,  when  any  one 
affiidted  with  this  Difeafe 
two  or  three  Months  ? 
that  it  is,  one  Fit,  but 
rather  a  Series  and  Chain, 
of  many  fmall  ones , 
whereof  the  latter  are 
ftill  more  gentle  and 
fiiorter,  till  the  Peccant 
Matter  being  wholly 
con  fumed  ,  the  Patient 
recovers  his  former 
Health,  which  in  vigor 
rous  People,  or  elle  filch 
who  have  rarely  beeg 
afflicted  with  the  G.outy 
comes  to  pafs  often  in 
fourteen  Days,  and  ig 
thofe  that  have  often 
had  it,  in  two  Months  ? 
but  in  ftich  as  are  more 
g  yveafe? 
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weakned,  cither  by  the 
long  continuance  of  the 
Difeale,  or  by  Age,  it 
does  not  go  off  before 
the  Su  miner.  The  fir  ft 
fourteen  Days ,  the 
Urine  is  of  a  high  Col¬ 
our,  which  after  Sepa¬ 
ration  has  a  red  Sedi¬ 
ment,  and  looks  as  if  it 
was  full  of  Sand*,  the 
quantity  of  Urine  the 
Patient  makes,  is  not  a 
third  part  of  what  he 
Drinks,  and  the  Belly 
is  moft  commonlybound 
the  faid  firft  Days. 
Want  of  Appetite , 
fhaking  of  the  whole 
Body  towards  Evening, 
heavinefs  and  trouble- 
fome  uneafinefs  of  the 
Parts  not  affe&ed,  ac¬ 
company  the  whole  Fit*, 
a  violent  itching  of  the 
Foot ,  afterwards  at¬ 
tends  the  Fit  in  its  go¬ 
ing  off,  chiefly  between 
the  Toes,  and  the  Feet 
Scale  as  if  the  Patient 
had  taken  Poifon.  The 
Difeafe  being  fhook  off, 
a  good  habit  of  Body, 
and  Appetite  return : 
According  to  the  degree 
of  Pain  fuftain’d  in  the 
ialt  Fit,  the  following 
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will  in  Proportion  be 
haftened  or  retarded ; 
for  if  the  laft  Fit  was 
very  fevere,  the  follow¬ 
ing  will  not  come  till 
the  fame  time  of  the 
Year  returns  again. 

Thefe  are  the  Symp¬ 
toms  of  the  regular 
Gout ,  by  which  the  Feet 
are  only  affe&ed  ;  they 
feeming  to  be  the  moft 
genuine  Seat  oftheMor- 
bifick  Matter,  as  the 
Word  Vodagra,  an  ail¬ 
ing  of  the  Feet,  which 
is  the  general  Name 
commonly  given  to  the 
Diftemper,  feems  to  in¬ 
timate.  But  when  by 
prepoftcrous  Methods 
of  Cure,  the  Diftemper 
isdifturb’d  initsCourfe, 
or  by  the  long  Continu¬ 
ance  of  it,  the  ftrength 
of  the  Body  much  di- 
minififd,  and  Nature  is  . 
no  longer  able  to  thruft 
out  the  Morbifick  Mat¬ 
ter  through  the  ufual 
Paffages  *,  it  then  be¬ 
comes  irregular ,  and 
fometiraes  affects  one 
Part ,  fometimes  ano¬ 
ther,  as  the  Hands, 
Wrifts,  Arms,  Knees, 
&c.  It  often  invades  one 

or 
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or  more  of  the  Fingers, 
diftorts  and  makes  them 
ufelefs,  and  at  length 
produces  ftony  Concre¬ 
tions  in  the  Joints  of 
’em,  like  unto  Chalk  or 
Crabs  Eyes.  Sometimes 
it  affe&s  the  Arm  or 
Wrift,  and  there  caufes 
a  whitilh  Swelling  al- 
moft  as  big  as  an  Egg. 
Sometimes  tho’  not  fo 
often,  it  falls  upon  the 
Thigh,  and  caufes  a 
Senfe,  as  if  a  great 
Weight  were  hang’d 
upon  the  Part,  but  the 
VefTels  being  large,  and 
confequentiy  the  Ob¬ 
it  ru&ion  left,  the  Pain 
it  excites  in  this  Part, 
is  inconfiderable.  When 
it  attacks  the  Knees,  it 
caufes  molt  exquilite 
Torments,  and  the  Pa¬ 
tient,  who  can  neither 
move  nor  help  himfelf, 
is  as  if  he  was  nail’d  or 
faften’d  to  the  Place  he 
lies  on  ;  yet  the  Pain  is 
not  fo  urgent  during 
the  whole  Fit ,  if  the 
Patient  can  but  keep  the 
Part  affefted  quiet. 

Whereas  the  regular 
Gout  feldom  invades 
People  but  about  the 


latter  end  of  Wintered 
after  having  held  two 
or  three  Months  at  far- 
theft,  goes  off  civilly, 
now  it  remains  a  whole 
Year,  excepting  the  two 
or  three  hot  Months; 
and  as  in  this  irregular 
Gout ,  the  general  Fit  is 
longer,  fo  thofe  parti¬ 
cular  Fits  thatcompoie 
it,  are  likewife  more 
iafting,  and  the  Pati¬ 
ents  have  frequently 
fharp  and  violent  Pains 
for  fourteen  Days  toge¬ 
ther  without  Remiffion, 
attended  with  Sicknefs, 
and  often  a  total  lofs  of 
Appetite.  The  Patient 
during  the  Intervals  of 
the  Fits  in  the  regular 
Gout ,  enjoy’d  a  perfect 
State  of  Health,  but  in 
this,  even  at  the  time 
of  the  Intermilfion,  he 
feels  a  Stifthefs  and  pi  ft 
order  in  thofe  Joints 
that  have  been  affected, 
and  is  afflicted  withun- 
favory  Belchings,  and 
other  figns  of  Lndigefti- 
on.  When  theDifeafe 
is  confirm’d,  it  often 
happens  upon  Yawning, 
efpecially  in  the  Morn 
ing,  that  the  Ligaments 
B  2  ^  of 
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of  the  Bones  of  the  Me- 
Utarfus ,  are  violently 
pull’d,  fometimesit  feels 
as  if  the  fame  Bones  re¬ 
ceived  a  Blow  with  a 
great  Club,  and  were 
broken  in  pieces.  The 
Tendons  of  the  Mufclcs 
that  fupport  the  Legs, 
are  fometimes  taken 
with  fuch  lharp  and  vio¬ 
lent  Convulfions  ,  that 
the  Pain  occafion’d  by 
them,  if  it  fhouid  kill; 
but  a  little  while,  would 
be  infufferable.  The 
Urine  that  was  before 
high-colour ’d,  efpecnl- 
ly  in  the  Fits,  and  ren- 
dred  in  a  fmall  quanti¬ 
ty  ,  is  now  like  that 
voided  in  a  Diabetes, 
both  as  to  Colour  and 
Quantity.  It  is  to  be 
ohferv’d  likewife,  that 
the  more  Years  People 
have  labour’d  under  this 
Diftetaper,  the  lefs  vio¬ 
lent  is  their  Pain  in  the 
joints-  but  the  more 
gently  they  are  treated, 
the  more  . is  the  Morbi- 
fick  Matter  tranflated 
to  the  inward  Parts, 


in  the  Stomach  and 
Guts  $  but  likewife  per- 
fonates ,  according  to 
the  Difpofition  of  the 
Patient,  many  Diftem- 
pers  to  which  the  (7 out 
feems  to  have  no  man¬ 
ner  of  affinity. 

What  I  faid  laft,  has 
hardly  ever  been  touch¬ 
ed  upon  by  Phylicians, 
and  never  particularly 
treated  of,  but  by  a  late 
ingenious  Author  Dr. 
Mufqrave  of  Exeter ,  who 
in  his  Elegant  Latin 
Treati fe  de  Arthritide 
anomala,  has  furnifh  d 
the  Learned  World 
with  many  valuable  Ob- 
fervations  and  Difcove- 
ries  concerning  the  in¬ 
ternal  Govt. 

The  worthy  Author 
I  mention’d,  calls  no 
Gout.  Anomalous  or  Ir¬ 
regular,  but  that  which 
leaving  or  puffing  by 
the  ufual  Objeds  of  its 
Fury  the  'joints  and  ex¬ 
ternal  Parts,  invades  the 
I  Trunk  it  fe If.  The  Di¬ 
ll  empers  which  by  his 
own  Experience  he  has 
known  to  have  been 


which  having  once  pof-  t 

fefV'd,  it  not  only  pro-  per  foliated  by  the  Gouh 


de 


-  k:i  Cj 

w  *  So 


jaaay  pifovdm 1  are  the  following, 

J  '  hu 


OJ  t/oe  ’Ur 

Jndigeftion ,  /0/j  of 
m<?,  P*mz,  and  many  o- 
ther  Diforders  of  the 
Stomach  ,  the  Cholick , 
Loofencfs ,  the  Bloody  flux , 
Abflcejfes  in  the  CWj  *, 
Melancholy,  Syncope  s  or 
Faintings the  in 

the  Kidneys  ,  Afthma't  , 
Catarrhs ,  Coughs  and  p£- 
ripneumony' s  *,  the  Fhty~ 
fck ,  Ouin fie  s,  Head-achs 
and  Vertigo's,  Apoplexies , 
P^/yfor  ^  wand  ring  and 
fixed  P<W  in  the  Body  ^ 
Ophthalmy's  ,  St .  Antho¬ 
ny's  Fire  Scald,- Heads  \ 

and  Defluxions  with  the 
Tooth- ach-,  everyone  of 
thefe  Difeafes,whofe  va¬ 
rious  Shapes  he  has 
known  the  GW  to  af- 
fume,  he  treats  of  at 
large  in  diftind  Chap-  j 
ters  ^  annexing  to  each, 
as  fo  many  P radical  In- 
ffances  of  what  he  af- 
ferts,  one  or  more  Hi- 
ftories  of  his  own  Pati¬ 
ents,  in  whom  that  par¬ 
ticular  Diftemper  has 
vifibly  derived  its  ori¬ 
gin  from  the  Gout  \  from 
hence  we  may  jnfbly 
conclude,  that  the  Ph**. 
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nomena  of  the  Anoma¬ 
lous  or  irregular  Gout, 
are  not  eafily  deter¬ 
min’d  and  no  fewer  in 
Number  then  all  the 
Symptoms  of  the  vari¬ 
ous  Diftempers,  which 
it  is  able  to  imitate  to¬ 
gether. 

Tho’  thefe  Obferva- 
tions  of  Dr.  JHufgrave 
concerning  fo  many  dif¬ 
ferent  Diftempers  occa- 
flon’d  and  perfbnated  by 
the  Gout ,  are  (as  I  hin¬ 
ted  before)entirely  new, 
yet  that  the  Miafima  Ay- 
thriticum ,  or  the  Morbi- 
fick  Matter  of  the  Gotit , 
may  from  the  joints  be 
removed  to  the  inward 
Parts,  has  been  afierted 
by  many  Phyficians,  not 
only  of  this  and  the 
preceding  Age  j  as  Sy¬ 
denham^  Etmuller ,  Sylvi¬ 
us,  and  Sennertus ,  but  fe- 
veral  of  the  Ancients^ 
as  Tralliama,  Aetius,  Fau- 
Im  (AEginetti^  Galen  him- 
felf,  and  before  him 
Aret&us  ©  t  C  appadocia, 
have  been  of  the  fame 
Opinion. 


C  HAP. 
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CHAP.  II. 

- *r\ 

A  ,  ll 

Of  the  Caufes  of  the  Gout* 


AS  to  the  firft  and 
remote,  or  Proca- 
tar&ick  Caufes  of  the 
Gout ,  there  has  been  lit¬ 
tle  wrangling  among  the 
Phylicians.  The  gene¬ 
ral  Opinion  is,  that 
Drunkennefs  and  Gluttony 
are  the  Father  and  Alo- 
ther  of  this  Diftemper, 
and  that  a  moift  Air, 
too  much  Sleep,  want 
of  Exercife  and  Sloth, 
are  neceilary  Caufes : 
They  like  wife  agree  , 
that  Excefs  of  Venery  has 
no  fm a  11  Hand  in  the 
Production  of  it  *,  only 
the  ingenious  Dr.  Bay- 
nard  is  of  another  Opi¬ 
nion  as  to  the  latter  j 
and  has  handfomely  en¬ 
deavour'd  to  remove 
that  Imputation.  ctHow 
cc  Venery  (fay  s  he)  fhould 
be  luggkl  in  to  be  a 
iC  Party  concern’d  ei- 
ther  in  the  Caufe  or 


tc  they  are  moftly  ener- 
u  vated  by  Women, they 
u  have  no  fuch  thing  as 
u  the  Gout ,  Wine  being 
cc  by  their  Law  forbid- 
ct  den,  &c •  fo  lay  the 
lc  Load  upon  the  right 
u  Lforfe,  and  faddle  old 
u  Bacchus'3*  Back,  as  the 
cc  chief  Author  and  Co n- 
ct  triver  of  this  Joint- 
ct  Evil,  and  ask  Venus 
a  Pardon  for  laying  a 
cc  drunken  Brat  at  her 
Cc  Door  which  fhe  never 
tc  deferred  for. 

Befides  thofe  palpable 
and  notorious  Caufes 
from  which  the  Gout  is 
generally  thought  to  de¬ 
rive  itsOrigin.  Dr .Afuf- 
grave  (whom  I  quoted 
in  the  foregoing  Chap¬ 
ter)  has  difcover’d  fome 
moreobfcure  ones,  and 
obferves  that  he  has 
known  it  produc'd  by 
fevefal  Diftempers  of 


ct  Quarrel.  I  can’t  un- 
tc  derftand  for  among 
“  the  huh i  &c,  where 


which  it  has  appear’d 
like  a  Symptom.  His 
Latin  Book  on  this  Sub- 

je&, 


of  the  GOUT. 


je&9  which  he  calls  a 
Treatife  of  the  Symtoma - 
tickGout,  is  full  of  ule- 
ful  Obfervations and 
the  Diftempers  upon 
which  in  his  Pradice  he 
has  found  the  Gout  to 
enfueas  a  fecondary  Dif- 
eale,  are  the  following. 
A  Rheumatifm ,  a  Dropfy , 
the  Green-ficknefs ,  Me¬ 
lancholy,  the  Hyvocbon- 
driack  and  Hyfterick  Paf- 
fions,  the  Scurvy ,  the  Pox , 
a nAfthwa,  %  Fever,  the 
Cholick,  and  feveral  Cu¬ 
taneous  Difeafes.  Tho’ 
no  Body  has  written  fo 
largely  concerning  the 
Symtomatick  Gout ,  as  the 
learned  Author  I  nam’d, 
yet  the  fame  has  been 
taken  notice  of  by  fe¬ 
veral  beforehand  among 
Others  by  Averrhoes , 
who  teftifies,  that  he 
himfelf  became  Arthri- 
tick  from  an  acute  Dif- 
eafe  when  Nature  by 
the  Crifis  had  driven 
forth  the  Humours  un¬ 
to  the  Joints. 

It  is  generally  recei¬ 
ved  that  few  or  none 
have  the  Gout 9  before 
the  ule  of  V* znery,  un- 
kfs  where  the  Diftem- 
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per  is  Hereditary.  But 
wha t  Hippocrates  faid  of 
Women,  that  they  ne¬ 
ver  had  the  Gout ,  unlefs 
their  Courfes  were  ft  opt, 
did  not  hold  true  many 
Ages  after  his  ;  for 
fince  Luxury  is  encrea- 
fed,  Women  are  trou¬ 
bled  with  it  as  well  as 
Men  *,  they  having  as 
Seneca  well  oblerves,  not 
chang'd  their  Nature , 
hut  their  manner  of  Li¬ 
ving,  That  the  Rich  are 
more  afflided  with  it 
than  the  Poor ,  is  un- 
queftionable;  but  what 
the  Generality  of  phy¬ 
sicians  aftert,  that  this 
Diftemper  as  well  as  the 
Hypochondriack  Pajfion  ne¬ 
ver  invade  Fools ,  is 
contradided  by  Dodor 
Mu  [grave,  who  gives  us 
a  notable  Inftance  of 
one,  who  having  feveral 
Years  been  troubl’d 
with  Winds ,  Rumblings , 
Melancholy ,  and  many 
other  Symptoms  of  the 
Hypochondriack  Paffion , 
was  violently  feized 
with  the  Gout ,  and  at 
laft  kill’d  by  theie  two 
Diftempers, 

Hi- 


I  o 
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Hitherto  we  have 
touch’d  upon  nothing, ; 
about  which  the  diffie- 1 
rent  Opinions  of  Phyfi- 
cians  have  been  many  ; 
but  to  fee  what  has  been 
laid  concerning  the  im¬ 
mediate  Caufe  of  the 
Gout  ,  we  muft  enter ! 
into  a  fp3cious  Field  of 
Diflention :  Some  will 
have  it  to  be  a  bare  ln- 
temperies  ,  or  Dyfcracy  ! 
without  any  afflux  of 
Humours  at  all  :  Their  j 
Reafon  is ,  that  often 
there  is  a  Pain  felt  with-  ! 
out  the  leapt  Swelling  ; 
this  is  the  Opinion  of 
Coftaus,  as  may  be  feen  ! 
in  his  Third  Book  upon 
Avicen .  Parous  like  wife 
gives  us  a  Hiftory  of  his 
own  Difeafe,  by  which 
he  would  prove  that  a 
bar elntemperics  may  pro-  | 
duce  the  Gout  ;  and  | 
Petrus  Sal  ins  Diver fus, 
makes  mention  of  Ar- 
thritick  Pains  from  Drv- 

j  i 

nefs.  Guainerius  and  j 
Matthaus  ailed ge  a  Win-  I 
dinefs  as  the  immediate  ! 
Caufe  of  the  Gout,  and  \ 
it  we  believe  William  ten  ! 
Rhyne,  Hippocrates  was  of  I 
the  fame  Opinion.  This  I 


ten  Rhyne  was  a  Dutch 
Fhyfician,that  has  wrote 
a  Treat  if e  of  the  Gout,  in 
which  affirming  a  Win- 
dinefs  to  be  the  Caufe 
of  that  Diftemper,  he 
vindicates  his  Affertion 
after  this  manner.  He 
firft  relates*  what  Hippo - 
crates  has  fa-id  in  his 
Book  dc  Platibus,  touch¬ 
ing  the  Air’s  being  efipe- 
cially  the  Author  both 
of  Life  and  Death  to  all 
Animals  ;  as  alfo  his 
faying,  that  this  Air  or 
Spirit ,  which  in  our 
Bodies  wre  call  a  Vapour, 
is  the  foie  Caufe  of  all 
Difeafes,and  afterwards 
has  thefe  Words.  cc  I 
cc  therefore  conclude 
cc  with  Hippocrates  that 
c\the  Gout  arifes  from 
cc  filthy  difeas’d Steams,. 
a  or  from  a  flatuous 
Ventofity, upon  which 
cc  if  any  Humour  fol- 
cC  lows,  it  was  the  Va- 
u  pour  that  made  way 
u  for  it;  and  if  this 
Authority  fhould  not  be 
fufircTent,  he  adds,  that 
Guido  de  Cauliaco  ,  a 
flout  Voucher  for  the 
four  Humours,  had  faid 
how  he  read  in  the 

Pope’$ 
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Pope’s  Canons,  that  the 
Gout  arofe  from  Va¬ 
pours. 

Abundance  of  Phyfi- 
cians  have  agreed,  that 
the  neareft  Caufe  of  the 
Gout ,  was  a  Humour, 
but  then  what  that  Hu¬ 
mour  was,  has  been  a 
matter  of  endlefs  Dis¬ 
pute  among  them.  Some 
fay  it  is  Phlegm  mix’d 
with  Blood  j  others  that 
it  is  crude  and  watery 
Bloody  and  othersagain, 
that  it  is  a  Whey.  Some 
accufe  all  the  Humours*, 
Bloody  Chafer ,  Phlegryfin. d 
Melancholy  :  Arthritick 
Pains  (  fay  they  )  are 
fometimes  appeas’d  by 
the  Evacuation  of  Blood } 
other  Pains  by  the  purg¬ 
ing  forth  of  the  Phlegm  \ 
a  third  fort  from  the 
emptying  the  Body  of 
Choler  }  and  the  laft  kind 
of  them,  by  the  Evacua¬ 
tion  of  Melancholy  are 
very  much  mitigated 
and  allay’d  *,  all  which 
{hew  that  the  Caufe  of 
the  Arthritis  or  Gout^  is 
fometimes  Hot ,  and 
fometimes  Cold,  and  the 
Matter  thereof  is  very 
yariatjj  and  different’ 
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Fernclius  on  the  contra¬ 
ry  denies  that  the  Blood? 
Choler ,  or  Melancholy  cant 
produce  the  Gouty  and 
allows  of  no  other  Caufe 
than  a  Gold  pituitous ,  or 
Phlegmatic |  and  Serous 
Humour,  affirming  the 
Gout  to  be  always  a  cold 
Diftemper}  yet  Thomas 
Eraftus  in  his  fonrth 
Deputation  againftP^- 
racelfusy  writes,  that  he 
never  but  once  faw  the 
Gout  bred  from  a  pure? 
and  ltieer  Phlegm .  Caro¬ 
lus  fifo  again  will  haye 
the  Serous  and  Whey  iffy 
Unclean nefs  to  be  the 
only  Caufe  of  the  Gqut. 

Mercurials  and  other? 
having  eonfder’d  the 
vehement  and  yyracking 
Pains  that  are  often  felf 
in  the  Gouty  think  it  im- 
poffible  they  ftiouhl  be 
excited  from  a  cold 
Phlegmatick  Humour^ 
and  add,  that  fuch  % 
Humour  is  likewife  un~ 
fit  for  fo  quick  and  fud? 
den  a  Motion  as  we  fee 
in  the  Gouty  and  that  \% 
cannot  poffibly  inflnuate 
it  felf  into  thole  aiepi? 
bra  nous  Parts  }  they 
therefore  affert  that  $ 

G  ’  '  )»9I 


hot  Caufe  accompanies 
the  other,  and  conclude 
that  the  Gout  has  its 
Original  from  Phlegm 
inixt  with  Choler.  Lu - 
dovicus  Mercatus  again 
will  not  allow  any  viti- 
ous  Humours  (tho’  they 
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which' being  Salts  con¬ 
trary  and  oppofite  to 
the  Synovia ,  when  they 
are  generated  in  Men, 
make  it  boil  over.  The 
ingenious  Dr.  Willi*  is  of 
Opinion,  that  to  caufe 

_  _ _ _ _  the  Gout ,  a  vitriolick 

Ihould  abound)  fuffici-  Matter  is  brought  from 
entto  produce  the  Gout  \  I  the  Nerves,  which  meet- 
unlefs  the  fame  be  like-  ing  with  fome  faline 
wife  crude  and  indigeft-  fix’d  Particles  of  the 
ed.  Cardanus  holds  the  j  Blood,  they  both  boil 
Caufe  of  the  Gout  to  be  I  up  and  grow  hot  toge- 
a  Spirit ,  and  Senntrtus  1  ther,  and  afterwards 
will  have  it  to  be  a  fait,  turn  to  a  Coagulum  or 
lharp  fubtile  Humour,  I  Curd  :  To  prove  this, 
fuch  a  one  as  for  the  I  he  gives  a  known  ln- 
greateft  part  refembles  I  ftance  of  Spirit  of  Vitriol 
Salt  Spirits.  I  poured  to  Oil  of  "Tartar 

Many  of  the  Chy- Imrd  why  (fays  he)  may 
rni-fts,  as  Paractlfus ,  Pe - 1  we  not  think  that  in  the 
trus  Sever  inus^aud others,  J  Fits  of  the  Gout ,  theie 
have  laid  all  the  Fault  is  fomething  like  it  ? 
upon  the  Synovia  *,  by  I  viz.*  That  from  the 
which  Term  they  mean  j  fighting  and  mutual 
the  Mucilage  that  is  eve-  Conflict  of  the  Liquors, 
ry  where  tranfcolated  I  which  are  of  a  divet  fe 
through  the  Glands ,  to  I  faline  Nature,  the  Ner- 
lubricate  the  Parts,  and  j  vous  Fibres  are  prick’d 
more  especially  the  and  provok’d,  and  at 


Joints.The  Difeafe  (they 
fay)  is  a  Mineral  Liquor, 
or  a  fou;r  auftere  Juice, 


length  from  the  various 
Coagulations  of  either 
Juice,  that  there  is 


fuch  as  are  Allwn,  Vi-  fometimes  heaped  toge- 
triol,  Vim  gar,  Barberries,  j  ther  in  the  affected 
Ataxia,  and  the  like  y  Places  .a  Calculous  91 

Stony  Matter.  Dr. 
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Dr.  Lifter's  Sentiment 
hereabouts  is  lingular } 
he  imagines  that  by 
fome  of  the  P roc  atar- 
thick  Caufes,  the  excreto¬ 
ry  Dutts  about  the  Joints 
may  be  debilitated,  re¬ 
lax’d,  or  obftru&ed,  and 
to  be  reduced  unfit  to 
perform  their  ufual  Con- 
tra&ions.  Hence  '  he 
thinks  it  will  follow, 
that  the  Mucilaginous 
Humour  now  made  ex 
crude  &  lento  fero ,  from 
a  crude  and  vifcous  Se¬ 
rum,  by  ftagnating  in 
the  excretory  Duffs ,  will 
eafily  putrify ,  grow 
fharp  ,  and  be  turn’d 
into  an  Ichorous  Matter, 
and  at  laft  by  corroding 
the  Bones,  be  capable  of 
turning  them  into  a 
chalky  or  ftony  Sub- 
ftance. 

I’achenius,  Sylvius  and 
Etmuller  accufe  like  wife 
the  SynQvia ,  but  more 
rationally  than  Paracel - 
fm  and  his  Followers. 
They  confider  the  Syno¬ 
via  as. a  fweet  and  tem- 
porately  Alcalick  Balfam 
of  Nature.  This  they 
fay  is  the  proper  Objeft 
of  the  Volatile  and  Spi¬ 


rituous  acid  of  Gouty 
People,  by  which  being 
attack’d,  the  Mucilagi¬ 
nous  Subftance  is  fuccef- 
lively  thickned  like  the 
White  of  Eggs,  and  in 
tra&  of  time  turned  in¬ 
to  a  chalky  or  ftony 
Matter.Whoever  would 
know  more  of  this  Mu¬ 
cilage,  Synovia ,  or  Glu¬ 
tinous  Matter  betwixt 
the  Joints ,  and  the 
Glands  that  emit  it,  mnft 
confult  the  Ofteologia 
Nova  of  Dr.  Haver  j,w  ho 
is  alfo  of  the  laft  men¬ 
tion’d  Opinion,  and  has 
treated  that  Matter  with 
greater  Accuracy  than 
any  that  have  writ  be¬ 
fore  him. 

How  little  certainty 
foever  there  is  to  be 
found  among  the  Learn¬ 
ed,  concerning  the  Pec¬ 
cant  Humour  that  cau- 
fes  the  Gout ,  yet  the  Ge¬ 
nerality  of  the  Moderns, 
and  moft  of  the  Anci¬ 
ents  agreed  in  this,  that 
it  is  a  violent,  exalted, 
and  as  fome  call  it,  Vi- 
triolick  Acid  ;  ’till  fome 
few  Years  ago,  that  no¬ 
thing  might  remain  un¬ 
controverted,  pr.  Cole - 
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hatch ,  in  Opposition  of 
them  all,  at  onceablbl- 
ved  the  Acids  of  all  the 
Crinies  laid  to  their 
Charge,  not  only  in 
Gouts  and  Rheumaiifms , 
but  alfo  in  the  Scurvy , 
CotifumptionSj  Fevers ,  and 
many  other  Diftempers, 
and  threw  the  Fault  (not 
Without  Argument)  up¬ 
on  the  Alcaly’s ,  the 
great  Afylurh  of  lb  many 
famous  phyficians.  He 
his  Chymically  fepara- 
ted  the  Blood  of  feveral 
terfons  both  Sick  and 
Sound,  and  never  met 
with  a  grain  of  Acid  in 
iny,  b\it  found  the  Ale  ti¬ 
kes  itioie  abounding  in  a 
morbid  than  a  healthy 
State.  He  has  demon- 
fttated  moreover,  that 
the  Tophi  or  Chalk- (tones 
bred  in  the  joints,  were 
made  at  the  time  of  the 
.Fit,  that  they  were  Ho - 


fnogeneow  Bodies, and  no¬ 
torious  AlcalieS) and  con- 
fequently,  that  it  was 
linpoffible  they  fhould 
be  produced  by  Acids: 
No  Body  has  yet  fairly 
overthrown  his  Argu¬ 
ments  •,  and  what  work 
this  mbit  rriike  among 


the  Profeffion  of  Phy- 
lick,  1  leave  the  Reader 
to  judge,  when  the  Au¬ 
thor  himfelf  confelTes, 
that  if  his  Hypothefisbz 
true,  which  he  feems 
not  to  doubt  of,  then  all 
other  Phyficians  have 
been  in  the  wrong. 

Nor  do  the  Learned 
differ  more  in  defining 
theMorbifick  Gouty  Mat¬ 
ter  it  felf,  than  they  do 
in  a  feigning  a  Seat  for 
it,  1  mean  the  Mine 
where  it  is  heap’d  up, 
and  from  whence  at  the 
Time  of  the  Paroxyfm , 
it  is  fetch'd  to  afflkS  the 
Parts.  Several  will  have 
the  Humour  to  be  deri¬ 
ved  from  the  Head : 
Some  of  them  fay,  that 
it  comes  from  between 
the  Skull  and  the  Skin  ; 
others  hold  that  it  flows, 
not  only  that  way,  but 
likewife  defeends  from 
within,  by  the  Superfi¬ 
cies  of  the  Spinal  Mar¬ 
row.  Fernelius  is  of  the 
firft,  and  Euflachipts  Ru- 
dius  of  the  latter.  A 
third  fort  fay,  that  it 
comes  down  thro’  the 
very  middle  Subfiance 
of  the  Miryow. 
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Many  are  of  Opinion, 
that  the  Humour  is  con¬ 
tain’d  within  the  Veins 
and  Arteries,  and  out  of 
them  poured  forth  into 
the  Joints,  Stnmrtui  is 
one  of  thefe,  and  judg¬ 
ing  that  it  muft  of  ne- 
ceffity  be  generated  in 
fome  Concodion  of  the 
Blood,  determines  it  to 
be  in  the  Liver  and 
Spleen }  the  Sanguifica¬ 
tion  being  there  hurt  in 
its  own  Manner.  Ano¬ 
ther  is  Adrian  SfigeUus , 
but  with  this  Difference, 
that  though  he  acknow¬ 
ledges  the  Afflux  to  be 
made  in  the  Veins  and 
Arteries,  he  is  yet  un¬ 
willing  wholly  to  defert 
the  Opinion  which  de¬ 
termine  that  the  Hu¬ 
mours  flow  from '-the 
Head  *,  wherefore  he 
concludes,  that  the  Flu¬ 
xion  is  both  from  the 
Head  and  the  Liver.  But 
no  Body  renders  this 
Matter  more  intricate 
than  Francifcus  India  ,  a 
Vercnefe  Phyfician,  who 
in  his  firfl:  Book  of  the 
Gout ,  writes  ,  that  the 
Members  that  fend  forth 
thefe  Superfluities  are 


various  and  many  *,  and 
efpecially  the  Head,  the 
Stomach,  the  Inteftines, 
the  Liver,  and  the  Kid¬ 
neys  ,  and  that  thofe 
Fluxions  are  indeed 
more  efpecially  from 
the  Head  and  from  the 
Brain  m0  becaufe  that  tho5 
thofe  Humours  draw 
their  Original  from  the 
Inteffines  and  from  the 
the  Stomach  and  other, 
Members  before  they 
flow  into  the  Joints , 
they  firft  of  all  afcend 
into  the  Head,  and  from 
thence  are  afterwards 
tranfmitted  into  the 
Parts  lying  underneath 
it. 

Tdchenius  ,  Etmulkr  , 
and  others,  trace  the 
Original  of  the  Acid 
Gouty  Matter  that  afr 
fcfrs  the  Synovia^  from 
the  Stomach  and  a  de¬ 
praved  Digeftion }  but 
Sylvius  de  le  Boe  derives 
it  from  the  Pancreas  and 
other  Glands. 

There  are  other  Opi¬ 
nions,  of  which  for  fear 
of  tiring  my  Reader,  I 
fflall  take  no  notice,  for 
to  relate  every  thing 
that  has  been  faid  upon 

this 
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this  Head,  would  be  an 
endicfs  piece  of'  Work, 
and  to  have  repeated  all 
the  Arguments  that 
have  been  broach’d  to 
defend  and  refute  the 
fevers]  Opinions  alrea¬ 
dy  quoted,  muff  have 
fwelFd  this  one  Chapter 
to  a  very  large  Volume : 
What  I  design’d,  was  to 
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fay  as  much  of  thefe 
Things  as  would  be  fuf- 
ficient  to  fhow  the  Rea¬ 
der,  what  certainty  the 
moft  Learned  Phyfician 
could  have  to  boaft  of 
in  his  Art,  whenever 
the  true  Knowledge  of 
the  Difeafe  I  treat  of, 
came  in  queftion. 


CHAP.  Ill* 

Of  the  Cure  of  the  Gou  T. 


HAving  fees  how 
ftrangely  the  moft 
famous  Phyfidans  difa- 
gree  about  the  internal 
Caufe  and  Forties  or 
Mine  of  the  Difeafe,  no 
Man  of  Sen  fe  can  ex  peel 
to  meet  in  their  Wri¬ 
tings  with  any  Method 
of  Cure  that  is  much  to 
be  depended  upon.  As 
to  Remedies  preferred 
again!!  the  Com  in  Phy¬ 
sical  Books,  they  are  in¬ 
numerable,  and  it  would 
be  much  eafier  to  fill  a 
dozen  Leaves  with  Me¬ 
dicines  that  are  recoin- 


mended  by  fome  Author 
or  other,  than  half  a 
Page  with  fuch  Simples, 
as  either  by  themfelves 
or  mixt  with  others 
have  ever  been  ufed  to 
Cure  this  Diftemper* 
1  he  candid  Sydenham , 
not  willing  as  other  Au¬ 
thors  are  ufed,  to  enu¬ 
merate  and  feem  to  re^ 
commend  a  heap  of  Re¬ 
medies  which  in  his 
Confcience.  he  knew  to 
be  of  little  Efficacy  in 
the  Cure  of  fo  flubborn 
a  Diflemper,  refers  his 
Readers.,  as,  to  the  Ma¬ 
teria 


teria  ATedica  to  Lucian7 S 
Tragedy  of  the  Gout , 
from  whence  he  faid 
they  might  chnfe  Exter¬ 
nals  and  Internals, which 
perhaps  they  might  find 
as  effectual  as  many  of 
thofe  Things  that  w ere 
cry’d  up  by  fome.  But 
if  this  won’t  fatisfie  the 
curious  Reader ,  and 
Compound  Medicines 
are  requir’d,  let  him 
confult  Sennertus  and  Sir 
Theodore  de  Mayerne,  and 
in  only  thefe  two  Books, 
not  to  name  any  other, 
he’ll  meet  with  as  much 
variety  of  judicious  Pre- 
feriptions,  as  any  rea- 
fonable  Man  would  de¬ 
fire- 

It  is  certain  that  the 
generality  of  Phyficians 
in  the  Cure  of  the  Gout, 
lay  the  greatefl  St  refs 
upon  ALcalies  j  to  which 
you  fhall  hear  what  Dr. 
Colebatcb  fays.  Having 
repeated  a  long  Series 
of  Prescriptions,  which 
an  eminent  Phyfician 
had  ordred  to  a  Noble 
Man  that  died  of  the 
Gout,  (they  being  chief¬ 
ly  Alcalies  and  Opiates) 
he  has  thefe  Words. 


I/ 

The  Medicines  here 
prefciib’d,  are  thole 
that  are  generally 
11  fed  by  moft  pfayfi- 
dans,  and.  if  ever  any 
Body  receiv’d  Advan¬ 
tage  by  them,  I  dare 
be  burnt}  and  that 
ever  Men  fhould  hare 
fuch  dull  Fancies,  as 
not  to  vary  from  a 
Method  that  has  ne¬ 
ver  once  flood  them 
in  any  Head,  looks 
Ll  very  odd  ;  and  as  for 
Cc  At  callous  Medicines  In 1 
u  general,  I  dare  be  po- 
cc  fitive,  that  they  never 
<c  yet  cur’d  any  oneDl- 
cc  ftemper,  but  very  fre- 
u  quently  have  done  a 
a  great  deal  of  Mil1 
cc  chief 

The  Phyfician  from 
whom  I  have  tranferib’d 
this,  in  conformity  to 
his  Do&rine,  has  pre- 
lerib’d  a  Method  of  cu¬ 
ring  the  Gout,  by  Acids, 
or  at  lead:  without  the 
Ufe  of  any  noted  Aka - 
lies ,  which  yet  hefide* 
himfelf ,  few  have  hi¬ 
therto  thought  fit  to 
follow,  notwithftanding 
the  Author  gives  feve- 
ral  Inftaxices  of  Ferfons, 

to 
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to  whom  it  has  very 
fuccefsfuliy  been  appli¬ 
ed. 

Another  uncommon 
Method  of  Curing  the 
Gout,  is  Burning  :  Hip¬ 
pocrates  was  the  fir  ft  In¬ 
ventor  of  it  •,  for  in  his 
7  reatife  of  Difeafes  he 
fays  :  u  If  the  Pain  con- 
tinues  Obftinate  in 
cc  any  one  Part,  and 
■ c  cannot  be  expell’d  by 
4t  Medicines,  in  what- 
ever  Part  it  is,  you 
muft  burn  it  with 
“  crude  Flax  }  and 
fpeaking  of  the  Gout ,  he 
fays-,  44  the  Difeafe  is 
44  indeed  long  and  grie- 
t4  vous,  but  not  Mor- 

40  tal ,  but  if  the  Pain 

41  remains  in  the  Toes, 
44  burn  them  above  the 
44  Joints  with  crude 
44  Flax.  This  uncouth 
Pra&ice  had  been  neg¬ 
lected  many  Ages,  and 
was  almoft  buried  in 
Oblivion  *,  When  Dr. 
Ten  Rhine  (  of  whom  I 
fpoke  in  the  preceding 
Chapter )  after  long 
Travels  thro’  China  and 
Japan ,  reviv’d  it  among 
the  Europeans.  The  Ac¬ 
count  he  gives  of  the 


Manner  after  which 
thofe  Indians  infallibly 
remove  Arthritick  Pains 
is  in  Subftance  this. 

They  take  the  Tops 
or  fmaller  Leaves  of 
broad  leav’d  Mugmrt  ; 
when  they  are  dry  they 
rub  them,  and  cafting 
away  the  Stalks  apd 
other  Rubbifh,  keep  on¬ 
ly  the  Down  for  Ufe. 
This  when  rightly  pre¬ 
par’d  is  like  Cotton,  and 
by  them  call’d  Moxa 
this  Down,  with  their 
Thumb  and  Fore-finger 
they  form  into  a  Pellet 
of  the  bignefs  of  a  Pea, 
but  of  a  Pyramidical 
Figure.  Some  put  the 
Cotton  of  the  purify’d 
Herb  in  a  Paper,  and 
roll  it  with  their  flat 
Palm,  that  fo  the  Wool 
may  be  clofe  and  equal¬ 
ly  compad*,  from  which 
they  cut  pieces  about 
twice  as  big  as  a  writing 
Pen  ;  Theft  they  lay  on 
the  Place  affe£ted,  (when 
they  have  wet  it  with 
theirF/^rmoiftn’d  with 
their  Spittle )  and  with 

a  Candle  or  Match  fet 

* .  •»* 

Fire  to  them  *,  for  the 
Matter  is  eafily  Gombu- 

ftible. 
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ftible,  and  the  Chinois 
carry  it  about  them  in 
Ti  nder-Boxes.  W  hen 
this  littleTurret  is  fir’d, 
the  gentle  Flame  turns 
it  not  all  to  Afhes,  but 
leaves  a  little  Segment 
of  it  in  the  Bafe,  which 
draws  the  Epidermis  with 
no  Violence,  nor  raifes 
any  Blifter ,  unlefs  it 
may  be,  a  fmall  and  fu- 
perficial  one.  After  the 
Operation  they  apply  a 
Clove  of  Garlick  brui- 
fed  to  the  Place  burnt, 
which  they  cover  with 
a  Plailler  to  keep  it  on. 

No  fiooner  was  this 
new  Method  of  Cure 
publiflfd,  but  it  was 
made  ufe  of  by  feveral 
Perfons  in  England  and 
Holland ,  not  altogether 
without  Succefs,  and  a- 
mong  others,  Sir  Willi¬ 
am  Temple  when  he  refi- 
ded  at  the  Hague ,  tried 
the  Experiment  upon 
himfelf  *,  as  may  be  feen 
in  his  Mifceilamesfp'loy, 
where  he  tells  us,  ccThat 
when  the  Pain  in  his  i 
u  great  Toe  was  very 
u  Violent,  and  he  in 
a  five  Days  had  not 
tt  been  M9  to  fur  his 
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“  Foot  but  as  it  was 
ct  lifted,  he  was  fudden- 
ct  ly  reliev’d  by  the 
cc  Moxa ,  and  walked 
u  half  a  dozen  turns 
a  about  the  Room  with? 
“  out  Pain  or  Trouble, 
u  to  the  great  Surprize 
ct  of  thofe  that  were 
u  about  him  as  well  a$ 
cc  his  own.  As  for  the 
cc  Pain  (  fays  he)  of  the 
w  burning  it  felf,  the 
cc  firfl:  time  is  fiiarp,  fo 
u  that  a  Man  may  be 
cc  allow’d  to  complain  ; 
cC  I  refolv’d  that  I  would 
cC  not,  but  that  I  would 
u  count  to  a  certain 
tc  Number  as  the  belt 
cc  Meafure  how  long  it 
u  lafted*  I  told  fixfcore 
cc  and  four  as  faft  as  I 
u  could ;  and  when  the 
£C  Fire  of  the  Moxa,  was 
cc  out,  all  Pain  of  Burn- 
u  ing  was  over.  The 
u  fecond  time  was  not 
a  near  fo  Iharp  as  th§ 
u  firft,  and  the  Third- 
H  a  great  deal  lefs  than 
£C  the  Second.  The 
|  u  Wound  was  not  raw 
H  as  1  expeded,  bu| 
&  look’d  only  fcorch’d 
a  and  black  5  and  I  had 
C£  rather  endure  tb§ 
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Cfc  whole  trouble  of  the 
cc  Operation,  than  half 
ct  a  quarter  of  an  hours 

Pain  in  the  Degree  I 
ct  felt  it  the  firft  whole 
u  Night. 

The  Gentleman  from 
whom  this  is  tranfcrib- 
ed,  gives  an  Account 
alfo  how  the  Moxa  re¬ 
mov’d  a  Fit  of  the  Gout 
from  Monfi.  Serinchamps , 
the  Duke  of  Lorrains 
Envoy  then  atth zHague. 
Likewife  one  Herman 
BuJfch'jfy  fen.  of  Z hrecht, 
r  eliding  at  Batavia  in 
the  E;aB  Indies ,  in  the 
Service  of  the  Dutch 
EaB  India  Company , 
who  wrote  a  Treadle 
in  Dutch  of  the  Gout , 
and  its  Cure  by  the 
Moxa ,  which  was  tram 
Hated  here  near  forty 
Years  ago,  tells  us  in 
his  Epiftle  to  the  Rea¬ 
der,  that  after  he  had 
palled  live  or  iix  Weeks 
in  the  exceffive  Pains 
with  the  Gout  in  his 
Knees  and  Feet,  which 
fometimes  in  fpight  ol 
h  is  T  ee  t  h  ex  t  o  r  ted  T  ear  s 
from  his  Eyes,  and  had 
confumed  his  Flcfh  as 
well  as  his  Strength, 


and  kept  him  in  a  man¬ 
ner  always  fleeplefs,was 
Cured  with  the  Moxa , 
by  an  Indian  Do&refs, 
but  that  he  fuffer’d  the 
burning  in  about  twenty 
Places  }  but  notwith- 
ftanding  thofe  SuccelTes, 
the  Moxa,  whatever  the 
Reafon  is,  has  never 
been  in  great  efteema- 
mong  us :  What  Doctor 
Sydenham  faid  of  it,  I 
think  was  very  judici- 
oufly  fpoke.  u  The 
1  cc  burning  of  the  Part 
cc  affected  (fays  he)  may 
a  be  ufeful  for  mitiga- 
tc  ting  the  Pain,  the 
u  molt  fpirituous  Part 
u  of  the  MorbifickMat- 
4c  ter  call  off  upon  the 
4t  Joints,  being  drawn 
cC  out  by  it :  But  the  Be- 
u  nefit  obtain’d  by  this 
c  1  Means,  becaufe  it  does 
ct  not  any  way  Cure  In- 
cC~  digellion,  the  Ante- 
cc  cedent  Caufe  of  the 
cc  Gout ,  mult  needs  be 
tc  very  fhortand  fading, 
cc  and  to  be  ufedonly, 
u  when  the  Gout  is  be* 
u  ginning,  for  when  the 
“  Gout ,  as  it  fometimes 
w  happens,  is  turn’d  in- 
u  wards,  either  by  its 

long 
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“  long  Continuance,  or 

by  an  unfeafonable 
c;  and  undue  ufe  of  Me- 
Cc  dicines,  and  fo  affli&s 
<c  the  Patient  rather 
tc  with  Sickncfs ,  Gripes , 
*c  and  a  great  many 
u  other  Symptoms  of 
fct  this  kind  than  with 
ii  Pain,  I  fuppofe  that 
4C  no  fober  Man  will 

think  that  Fire  is  to 
<c  be  ufed. 

And  that  the  Pain  is 
not  always  removed  lo 
eafily  as  it  was  in  Sir 
William  Temple ,  we  may 
learn  from  Dr  .Ten  Rhy  ne 
himfeif ;  When  he  lays, 
“  The  burning  in  weak- 
tc  er  Places  is  commonly 
4C  reiterated  three  or 
cc  four  times  ;  but  in 
tC  other  Places,  if  the 
cc  Patient  be  ftrong,  and 
a  the  Vapours  lie  deep  ; 
iL  thirty,  nay  above  fif- 
“  ty  times. 

Thisputs  me  in  mind 
of  two  other  Methods, 
which  though  they  both 
wrought  Cures ,  will 
hardly  be  ever  follow’d 
again.  The  fir  ft  is  of 
one  Lewis  Noel,  a  Sur¬ 
geon  of  Geneva,  that  had 
long  been  aifii&ed  with 


the  Gout.  When  he  was 
laid  up  of  a  Fit,  comes 
in  a  Madwoman,  who 
catching,  hold  of  his 
Feet,  hit  one  againft 
the  other,  with  all  the 
Strength  fhe  had,  till 
fome  Body  came  to  his 
Alfiftanceand  turn’d  her 
out  of  Doors ;  he  ne¬ 
ver  afterwards  was  trou¬ 
bled,  with  the  Goutf  th o’ 
he  liv’d  till  he  was  al- 
moft  Ninety.  The  other 
is  what  Michael  Korin** 
glut,  a  Surgeon  of  Brefi 
law  relates  of  a  PhyiT- 
cian  who  was  a  Knight, 
and  bargain’d  with  an 
inn-keeper  his  Hoft  for 
300  Florens  to  Cure 
him  of  the  Gout.  Ha¬ 
ving  taken  a  Note  un¬ 
der  the  Patient’s  Hand, 
the  Doctor  orders  him 
to  let  his  Feet  upon  a 
Block;  and  having  his 
Servants,  two  or  three 
flout  Fellows  by  to  hold 
him  in  that  Pofture,  he 
takes  a  Hammer,  and 
with  half  a  dovxo  good. 
Spikes,  nails  him  to  the 
Block ;  When  he  h^d 
clone,  he  took  Horfe 
and  left  his  Hoft  a  roar¬ 
ing.  The  Knight  in  the 
P  2  mean 
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mean  time  enquir’d  how 
Matters  went,  and  after 
three  Years ,  when  he 
heard  the  Gout  was  not 
return’d,  came  back  and 
demanded  his  Pay.^ 

Such  merry  Stories  as 
thefe  are  plentifully  in¬ 
termix’d  with  the  La¬ 
bours  of  the  Learned, 
but  he  that  looks  for 
Things  really  Beneficial 
and  to  be  depended  up-  j 
on  in  the  Diftemper  I 
fpeak  of,  muft  go  with¬ 
out  them }  which  has 
made  me  often  wonder 
why  the  Gentlemen  of 
the  Faculty  Ihould  take 
it  fo  heinoufly  if  any 
Body  dares  meddle  with 
the  Goutj  that  is  no  gra¬ 
duate  Phyfician  ,  and 
wants  Univerfity  Edu¬ 
cation  :  When  they  are 
conicious,  that  as  to  the 
Cure  of  theGoyf,  none 
of  them  has  writ  any 
thing  to  the  Purpofe. 
The  Obfervations  in¬ 
deed  of  the  Sagacious 
Dr.  Mufgrave ,  are  (as  I 
have  laid  once  already) 
very  ufeful  in  the  Pra¬ 
ctice  of  Phyfick  i  To 
give  him  his  due, it  muft 
be  c'onfef$’d9  that  with¬ 


out  medling  with  frivo¬ 
lous  Difputes,  either  in. 
refuting  the  Syftems  of 
others,  or  trumping  up 
new  ones  of  his  own,  he 
has  l  had  Nature  for  his 
Guide,  and  Rexfon  for 
his  Companion, and  that 
his  Prefcriptions  are  e- 
•very  where  pertinent 
and  judicious  •,  but  then 
he  has  Paid  nothing  of 
the  Gout  as  it  is  a  pri¬ 
mary  Diftemper,  and 
only  treated  of  thofe 
Gouts  that  are  either 
Symptomatick  or  Ano¬ 
malous:  That  is,  when 
the  Gout  fucceeds  and 
has  it  origin  from  any 
other  Diftemper,  he 
teaches  what  regard 
in  the  Cure  of  it  muft 
be  had  to  that  Diftem¬ 
per  from  which  it  was 
derived  ;  and  when  on 
the  other  hand  the  Mi¬ 
nima  Arthriticum  invades 
the  Trunk  it  felf,  and 
there  perfo nates  various 
Diftempers ,  he  gives 
Directions  how  to  chafe 
it  from  .within ,  and 
make  it  return  upon  the 
Joints,  which  latter,  in- 
ftead  of  Curing ,  is  the 
Art  of  Pm  tiring,  or 

giving 
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giving  the  Gout  *  and 
what  the  ingenious  Dr. 
Baynard  fays  of  Dr .Muf- 
grave ,  That  he  has  faid 
of  the  Gout  all  that  can 
be  / aid  of  it ,  can  in  my 
Opinion  admit  of  no  o- 
therInterpretation,than 
that  the  primary  Gout , 
of  which  he  has  not 
fpoke  one  Syllable,  is 
not  to  be  medled  with, 
becaufe  among  the  molt 
candid  Phyflcians  it  is 
counted  Incurable. 
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Honeft  Dr.  Sydenham^ 
who  knew  and  had  both 
read  and  felt  as  much 
of  the  Diftemper  as  any 
Body,  ingenuoufly  con- 
fefs’d,  that  he  could  not 
Cure  it.  And  there  are 
but  few  Authors  to  be 
met  with  ,  that  have 
treated  of  the  Govt-,  in 
whom  to  your  Comfort 
you  fhall  not  find  the 
known  Hexameter  with 
which  I  {hall  conclude 
I  this  Chapter. 


Toller e  Nodofam  nefcit  Medicina  Podagram . 

All  th'  Art  of  Phyfick  cannot  rout , 

The  ftubborn  Pains  of  Knotty  Gout. 


CHAP.  IV. 


Of  Sfecifcks . 


Hen  the  Arifio- 
telian  and  other 
Schools  had  for  many 
Ages  captivated  Man's 
Underftanding,  and  gi¬ 
ven  the  ISIame  of  occult 
quality  to  every  thing 
that  was  xiot  obvious  to 
their  outward  Senfes, 


nothing  certainly  could 
be  more  charming  to 
Men  of  Thought  and 
Speculation  than  the 
Carte  fan  Philofophy  , 

which  by  teaching  Men 
how  to  form  probable 
Conje&ures  about  every 
thing  obfervable  in  cre¬ 
ated 
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ated  Beings,  gave  them 
a  deledable  Infightinto 
many  Myfterious  Oper¬ 
ations  of  Nature.  But 
fuch  is  the  Condition  of 
Mortals,  that  in  this 
World  there  is  no  Good , 
but  what  has  its  oppo- 
fite  Evil  j  3nd  this  Gaye- 
ty  of  Speculation's  well 
as  Freedom  of  thinking, 
which  fhould  have  only 
put  Men  upon  the 
Search  after  Knowledge, 
the  true  end  of  Philofo- 
phy,  have  infpir’d  ma¬ 
ny  with  fo  much  Vani¬ 
ty,  and  fuch  ridiculous 
Notions  of  the  Strength 
and  Self-fufficiency  of 
their  Reafon,  that  for¬ 
getting  the  Shailownefs 
of  humane  Capacity, 
what  they  could  not 
comprehend,  they  have 
often  refufed  to  admit 
as  Fad,  tho*  they  have 
feen  it  before  their  own 
Eyes. 

It  is  this  Self-conceit 
of  Ingenious  Men  that 
has  made  fo  many  deny 
the  Ex i (fence  of  Specifick 
Medicines,  even  whilft 
they  were  receiving  the 
Benefit  of  them  }  which 
made  the  great  Boyle  r | 


( to  humour  the  Idol  of 
the  Age,  Reafoning)  when 
he  was  convinced  of  the 
certainty  of  an  Experi¬ 
ment,  wrack  his  Inven¬ 
tion  for  Methods  after 
which  it  was  polfible 
that  Nature  might  have 
aded  in  the  Produdion 
of  it,  as  knowing  that 
the  Speculative  World 
would  relifh  no  Truth, 
unlefs  it  was  likewife 
made  palatable  to  their 
Reafon.1 

But  tho’  the  llluftri- 
ous  Chymift.  I  nam’d,  has 
very  ingenioufly  recon¬ 
ciled  the  Exigence  of 
Specificks  to  the  Mechanic 
cal  and  Corpufcular  Phy- 
lofophy,  and  thinks  that 
in  time  the  Induftry  and 
Sagacity  of  Men,  will  be 
able  to  difeover  Intelligi¬ 
ble  Caufes  of  molt  of 
thofe  Qualities  that  now 
pafs  for  Occult ,  and  a- 
mong  them  of  many  of 
the  Specifick  Virtues  a- 
ferib'd  to  Medicines  9 
yet  on  the  other  hand 
he  fears  much,  that  Men 
will  not  he  fuccefsful  in 
tracing  out  the  true  and 
immediate  Caufes  of 
thofe  good  Effeds  of 

tom 
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fome  Remedies  that  de¬ 
pend  upon  fuch  fine  and 
uncommon  Textures , 
and  fuch  latent  and  od- 
ly  guided  Motions  :  But 
whether  we  can  give 
Reafons  for  it  or  not  *, 
it  is  certain,  that  Opium 
generally  caufes  Sleep*, 
that  a  few  Grains  of 
Cant  bar  ides  inwardly  gi¬ 
ven,  leaving  other  Parts 
unmolefted,  work  upon 
the  Bladder  and  Vrinary 
Pafiages  with  an  uncom¬ 
mon  Force  *,  and  that 
the  Peruvian  Bark,  well 
adminiftred  ,  feldom 
fails  of  Curing  inter¬ 
mitting  Fevers. 

What  can  be  more 
unfathomable  for  our 
Underftanding ,  than 
that  a  Drachm  of  fuch 
a  ftony  Subftance  as 
Oftiocolla  taken  at  the 
Mouth,  fhould  be  of  that 
Efficacy  in  the  breeding 
of  a  Callous  to  foder  to¬ 
gether  the  Parts  of  a 
broken  Bone?  Yet  this 
is  fo  well  attefted  by 
daily  Experience,  and 
the  Writings  of  Emi¬ 
nent  Men,  that  it  would 
be  a  Folly  to  doubt  of 
it.  F>}ay  fo  vifible  are 


the  Effeds  of  this  Stan e, 
that  feveral,  and  among 
them  that  expert  and 
judicious  Surgeon ,  Fabri- 
cim  Hildanm ,  give  us 
a  caution  of  ufing  it  but 
fparingly  in  young  and 
vigorous  Patients,  left 
it  breed  too  great  a 
Callous ,  of  which  there 
are  fome  notable  Infran- 
ces.  Now  if  after  all 
this,  a  Man  fhould  re- 
fufe  to  adminifter  this 
Stone  to  a  Patient  that 
wanted  it,  only  becaufe 
he  did  not  underftand 
which  way  the  Medi¬ 
cine  could  reach  the 
Bones,  I  think  he  ought 
to  have  his  own  broke. 

44  I  do  not  (  fays  the 
“  fagacious  Boyle)  by  $ 
tc  Specific^  under ftand  a 
44  Medicine  that  will 
u  Cure  the  Difeafe  it  is 
44  good  for  infallibly  and 
a  in  all  Perfons  that 
u  take  it,  for  1  confcfs 
44  I  never  yet  met  with 
44  any  fuch  Remedy. 
44  Nor  do  1  by  Specifck 
44  underftand  a  Medi- 
u  cine  that,  almoft  like 
44  a  Charm  works  only 
44  by  fome  latent  and 
44  unaccountable  Fro- 

‘‘  perty. 
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u  perty,  without  the 
<c  Afliftance  of  any 
ct  known  Quality }  as 
u  Purgative ,  Diur  stick  , 
Sudor ifick)  &c.  to  be 
cc  found  in  other  Medi- 
4t  cines ;  but  by  Sym- 
I  mean  in  this  Dif- 
<c  courfe  fuch  a  Medi- 
u  -cine  as  very  often,  if 
cc  not  moll  commonly 
ct  does  very  conftdera- 
u  bly  and  better  than 
H  ordinary  Medicines, 
tc  relieve  the  Patient, 
‘c  whether  by  quite  cu- 
“  ring  or  much  leflen- 
£C  ing  his  Difeafe,  and 
u  which  a&s  principal- 
ly  upon  the  Account 
<c  of  fome  Property  or 
u  peculiar  Virtue  *,  fo 
tC  that  if  it  has  any  ma- 
nifeft  Quality  that  is 
<c  Friendly  ,  yet  the 
cc  Good  it  does  is  great- 
*c  er  than  can  reafona- 
u  bly  be  afcribed  to  the 
cc  Degree  it  has  of  that 
‘c  manifeft  Quality,  as 
tC  Hot ,  Cold?  Bitter ,  Su- 
tc  dorifickj  &c. 

Other  Authorsfyeaking 
of  Spec  ificks  fay  Juch  a  one 
comes  under  that  Deno¬ 
mination,  as  has  a  pe-l 
culiar  Virtue  againft  j 


fome  one  Difeafe,  and 
anfwers  all  Indications 
of  Cure,  how  differently 
foever  circumftantiated 
with  Symptoms, or  how 
difguis’d  foever  under 
the  Appearances  of  o- 
ther  Affe&s ,  yet  the 
Modus  agendi  a  Secret, 
as  ufually  procuring  no 
certain,  or  fometimes 
fenfible  Evacuation  of 
the  Morbifick  Matter  ? 
and  that  the  aflerting 
fuch  or  fuch  a  Medicine 
Cures  Specifically ,  is  in 
truth  no  more  than  to 
lay,  it  does  it ,  becaufe  it 
does  it* 

In  fome  of  the  firft  of 
thefe  few  Pages,  I  hint¬ 
ed  at  a  Licjuor  which  I 
have  found  of  ftupendi- 
ous  Ufe  in  the  Cure  of 
the  Gout,  And  having 
perform’d  what  I  there 
promis’d,  I  fhall  now 
examine  whether ,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Definiti¬ 
on,  which  the  noble  Au¬ 
thor  I  named  la-ft  gives 
of  Specificks ,  the  Medi¬ 
cine  I  make  ufe  of  may 
defer  vedly  claim  thatTF 
tie  or  not  *,  alluring  the 
Reader  that  I  fhal)  fay 
nothing  of  it,  but  what 
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by  often  reiterated  Ex¬ 
periments  I  have  known 
it  to  perform. 

Every  Fit  of  the  GW, 
is  Natures  Favour  (tho’ 
a  bitter  one)  to  the  Pa¬ 
tient,  whereby  fhe  cri¬ 
tically  disburdens  her 
felf  of  thofe  Peccant  Hu¬ 
mours  heap’d  up,  which 
if  retain’d  would  be  in¬ 
jurious  to  the  Body  ^but 
as  fhe  can  throw  them 
no  farther  off  than  to 
the  Extremities  of  the 
Joints,  where  having  no 
Vent ,  they  th£re  dis¬ 
play  their  Tyranny  (to 
much  Iefs  hurt  than 
elfewhere)  after  a  man¬ 
ner  the  Patient  can  belt 
tell:  Now  what  Medicine 
will  incorporate  with, 
and  obtunM  in  a  friend- 
ly  way,  the  Acrimony 
of  thofe  Humours  fo 
pent  in,  muff  neceflarily 
appeale  their  raging  Fu¬ 
ry  \  and  if  properly  eva¬ 
cuated  when  fo  diluted 
and  overcome,  not  fail 
of  bringing  that  Fit  to 
a  Period  }  which  is  yet 
no  more  than  helping 
Nature  to  do  that,  which 
of  her  felf  fhe  is  not 
able  to  perform  either 
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fo  furely  or  fo  quickly* 
For  eating  the  Pains  of 
th eGout,  forne  are  fond 
of  outward  Applicati¬ 
ons,  and  cry  up  this  or 
that,  as  the  belt  that 
can  be, but  I  always  cau¬ 
tion  againft  them,  re- 
membring  that  Axiom  * 
in  Phytick,  When  the  Hu¬ 
mours  do  ajfeEt  a -particular 
Part ,  the  whole  of 'em  mufl 
be  corrected  }  elfe  by  apply - 
inga  Remedy  only  to  that 
Part^we  jhall  drive  the  Hu~ 
mours  to  fome  other  Place . 

Of  fuch  prevalency  is 
this  Drink, that  no  foon- 
er  is  the  Blood  and  con¬ 
sequently  the  Humours  - 
impregnated  with  it, but 
the  Patient  finds  Eafe  • 
The  moft  torturingPains 
are  alleviated  by  it  in  3 
or  4  Hours,  and  the  Fit 
totally  remov’d  in  as  few 
Days.  All  the  fentible 
Operation  it  has  is  by 
Urine,  with  which  the 
Gouty  Humours  are  eli¬ 
minated,  fo  as  to  be 
fenfibly  perceiv’d  by  the 
Patient  w  hile  he  is  drink¬ 
ing  it. 

It  is  an  acceptable 
Medicine  to  take,  and 
far  from  being  naufeous 
E  or 


li he  Attila 


i8 

or  difagreeablc  to  the 
Stomach.,  it  pleaflngly 
warms  it  ,  ftrengthens 
its  Tone, defends  it  from 
the  Gouty  A  (Faults,  cre¬ 
ates  an  Appetite,  and 
helps  Digeftion.  “  Dr. 
ct  Sydenham  lays  •,  what- 
lt  ever  a  (lifts  Nature  in 
u  duly  performing  her 
ct  Offices,  whether  in 
il  comforting  the  Sto- 
mach  that  it  may 
cc  rightly  concoft  the 
cc  Food  *,  or  the  Blood, 
tc  that  it  may  affimilate 
the  Chyle  unto  it :  or 
ic  the  folid  Parts,  that 
u  they  may  the  better 
u  convert  to  their  pro- 
cc  per  Subftance  the 
u  Juices  defign’d  for 
cC  theirNourifhmentand 
Increafe  ^  or  whate- 
c'  ver  prefer  ves  the  va- 
Cc  nous  Organs  of  Ex- 
ct  cretion,  and  the  E- 
munctories  of  the  Bo- 
u  dy,  in  fuch  a  State  as 
u  that  th^y  may  be  able 
iC  to  difcharge  duly  and 
tC  orderly  the  Excre- 
u  ments  of  each  part, 
conduce  to  the  an- 
u  fwering  the  Intention 
of  Cure,  be  the  Me- 
tc  thod  or  Medicjne 
what  it  will. 


Thefe  Qualities,  or 
at  leaft  molt  of  them  I 
am  well  fatisfied  the 
Medicine  I  recommend 
is  endued  with  *,  for  be- 
fides  what  I  have  faid 
of  it,  it  keeps  the  Body 
foluble,  corroborates  the 
Bowels,  comforts  and 
ftrengthens  both  Brain 
and  Nerves ,  fweetens 
all  undue  Sharpneftes 
of  the  Blood ,  and 
invigorates  it  when 
languid  ^  and  in  fine, 
as  it  affifts  Nature  in 
every  dueSecretion,can- 
not  but  be  friendly  to 
the  Animal  and  fatal 
Fun&ions.  Here  I  ex¬ 
pert  that  the  Learned 
Methodift  who  is  frigh¬ 
ten’d  at  the  Name  of 
Specific will  tell  me 
that  he  cannot  conceive 
how  a  Diuretick  fhould 
have  fo  many  good  Qua¬ 
lities  befides.  Him  I 
(hall  anfwer  in  the 
Words  of  the  Experimen¬ 
tal  Pbilofopher  I  often 
mention’d. 

ct  I  know,  fays  he, 
u  there  have  been  and 
u  are  ft  ill  Dogmatical 
cc  Phyficians,  that  upon 
cc  the  Principles  as  they 
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u  pretend  of  the  School- 
u  Philofophy ,  reject  all 
u  Medicinal  Virtues  that 
Cc  they  thipk  not  redu- 
“  cible  to-rfmifeftQua- 
“  lities.  But  of  fuch 
ci  Galen  fome where  juft- 
“  ly  complains  that  they 
cc  deny  Matters  of  Fad, 
44  or  aflign  very  incom- 
44  petent  Caufes  of  the 
cc  Effeds  they  pretend 
“  to  explain.  And  for 
u  my  part  I  am  fo  far 
4t  from  believing  thefe 
u  Men  capable  of  giving 
u  fufficient  Reafons  of 
^  the  more  hidden  Pro- 
a  perties  of  Medicines, 
u  that  I  am  not  apt  to 
u  think  them  able  by 
“  their  Principles  to 
ft  give  clear  and  parti- 
cular  Explications,  e- 
44  ven  of  the  more  ealie 
44  and  familiar  Virtues 
u  of  Simples. 

I  do  not  pretend  to 
trace  the  Medicine  I 
fpeak  of  through  every 
Cranny  it  pafles,  nor  to 
account  for  every  part 
of  its  Operation.  Yet 
I  muft  fay  5  that  it  fliould 
perform  what  is  faid  of 
it,  is  no  Myftery,  when 
She  Principles  of  it  are 
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confder’d  and  compar’d 
with  thofe  of  the  Dif- 
eafe.  But  it  is  for  this- 
reafon  that  I  call  it  a 
Specifick :  I  am  fatisfred, 
that  the  Efteds  of  it  are 
known  by  many,  and  fo 
well  attefted  that  the 
moft  Scrupulous  (hall 
not  doubt  of  it  as  I  fhall 
(hew  hereafter.  The 
Violence  of  the  Pain  to 
thofe  that  take  it,  ne¬ 
ver  lafts  an  hour  after 
the  fir  ft  two  or  three 
Dofes,  and  if  they  con¬ 
tinue  it,  no  Fit  above 
four  Days  at  furtheft. 
What  1  fay  here,  is  of 
them  that  ufe  it  whilft 
the  Fit  is  upon  them, 
But  as  the  Gout  general¬ 
ly  .gives  fome  warning 
of  its  Approach  before¬ 
hand  4  if  a  Patient  be 
provided  with  this  Me¬ 
dicine,  and  takes  it  in 
time,  he  need  never  fear 
a  Fit  *,  I  don’t  mean  that 
it  will  hinder  Nature  in 
her  kind  Intent,  (which 
is  flopping  the  Fit,  the 
moft  dangerousAttempt 
imaginable)  but  affift  her 

fo,  as  that  thole  very 
Humours  which  fhe  is 
difeharging  her  felf  of 
£  i  are 
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are  as  fait  as  they  are 
feparated,  turn’d  off  by 
U vine,  .which  would  o- 
therwife  rufh  into  the 
Joints ;  and  if  by  that 
means  the  Patient  is 
fffely  fecur’d  from  the 
great  Pain  and  Fatigue 
that  the  Fit  would  have 
occa hon’d, with  the  fame 
or  greater  Advantage  to 
his  Health  than  his  en¬ 
during  it  could  be  to 
him,  I  think  it  is  doing 
him  a  great  piece  of  Ser¬ 
vice.  Gentlemen  when 
they  are  at  eafe,  can 
feldom  be  perfuaded  to 
the  Ufe  of  Medicines 5 
but  whoever  continues 
this  Drink  whilft  he  is 
free  from  the  Aflaults 
of  this  Diftemper,  fhall 
find  that  the  Invafions 
of  the  GW,  are  not  on¬ 
ly  retarded  and  kept  off, 
but  the  rooted  Difpoli- 
tion  in  the  Body,  tend¬ 
ing  to  breed  Goutijh  Hu¬ 
mours,  and  a  natural 
Weaknefs  of  the  Joints 
are  gradually  and  per¬ 
fectly  taken  away  by  it, 
Droplicaland  other  con- 
comitantDiforders  from 
4  Blood  rendred  languid 
hy  the  Difeafe  prevent- 
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ed,  and  a  much  better 
and  more  lafting  State 
of  Health  and  Vigour 
eftablilh’d. 

In  ftrong  People,  and 
where  the  GW  is  of  no 
long  Handing,  what  I 
faid  laft  will  be  foon 
perceiv’d  :  But  in  thofe 
where  the  Diftemper  is 
inveterate,  and  feerns  to 
convert  all  the  Nourifh- 
ment  into  the  Gouty 
Matter, to  have  the  fame 
Effe&s,,  long/r  time  is 
required,  and  a  more 
conftant  Ufe  of  the  Me¬ 
dicine  is  to  be  complied 
with  •,  it  not  being  to 
be  fuppofed,  that  when 
the  Difeafe  is  fo  grown 
to  a  Habit,  the  Confti- 
tution  of  the  Body  can 
be  changed,  and  the 
whole  Man  renewed  by 
a  flight  and  momentary 
Alteration  of  the  Blood 
and  Humours :  Rheuma- 
tifms  and  wandering 
Gouts ,  as  they  proceed 
very,  nearly,  if  not  al¬ 
together  from  the  fame 
Caufe,  are  eradicated  af¬ 
ter  the  fame  manner, 
without  the  help  of 
Bleeding  that  has  been 
fatal  to  fo  jxuany  ;  It  is 
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like  wife  impoffible  but 
this  Drink  muft  be  of 
Angular  Ufe  in  many 
of  thofe  Symptomatick 
and  Anomalous  Gouts ,  of 
which  Dr.  Mufgrave  has 
treated  fo  largely  }  be- 
caufe  in  mixing  it  felf 
with  the  Blood  and 
juices,  it  attacks  when¬ 
ever  it  meets  with  the 
Wheyifh  Humour,  the 
Fomes  Morbi ,  and  walk¬ 
ing  it  away  by  degrees, 
in  time  wholly  clears 
the  Body  from  it.  1 
know  there  are  many, 
who  following  the  vul¬ 
gar  Opinion,  that  the 
Gout  is  an  incurable  Bi~ 
ftemper ,  will  believe 
what  I  fay  is  impoffi- 
ble :  But  to  convince 
thofe  Unbelievers ,  I 
fhall  once  more  quote 
the  Stable  Boyle,  that 
diligent  Searcher  after 
Truth,  who  in  his  Ex¬ 
perimental  Philofophy  gives 
us  the  following  Ac¬ 
count. 

ic  As  incurable  a  Dif- 
u  eafe  (fays  he)  as  the 
u  radicated  Gout  is 
^  thought  to  be,  (efpe- 
dally  in  Patients  not 
very  temperate)  and 


Cc  as  tedious  a  Courfe  of 
u  Phyfick  as  one  would 
u  expeft  to  be  requifite 
u  to  the  Cure  of  it  in 
u  cafe  it  can  be  Cured  ^ 
u  yet  1  have  been  feve- 
u  ral  times  vifited  by  an 
cc  honeffc  Merchant  of 
“  Amfterdam ,  who  was 
u  there  noted  for  his 
cc  Wealth  and  Skill  in 
u  Arte  T’inttoria.  This 
cc  Man,  ten  or  twelve 
a  Years  ago,  had  been 
cc  for  a  long  time  fo 
cc  tormented  with  the 
cC  Gout ,  both  in  Hands 
a  and  Feet,  that  his 
cC  Fits  would  fo  me  times 
u  vex  and  confine  him 
a  for  a  great  part  of 
a  the  Year,  and  not 
u  leave  him  without 
*  Knots,  as  unwelcome 
cfc  Pledges  of  their  Re- 
cC  turn.  But  once  that 
u  he  was  tortur’d  to  a 
u  degree  that  made  him 
u  much  pitied ,  one 
u  came  and  inform’d 
cC  him  of  an  Empirick , 
Cc  who  had  receiv’d 
^  from  a  great  Chymift 
u  that  had  lodg’d  in  his 
u  Houfe,  a  Secret ,  with 
cc  which  he  had  already 
thoroughly  cured  ma- 


a  ny  in  a  ftiort  time  *, 
u  whereupon  fending 
<(r  for  this  Perfon  and 
Ci  offering  him  any  thing 
44  for  fome  Relief,  the 
u  other  refufed  to  take 
above  ten  Crowns  , 
ct  which  as  it  feems  was 
cc  the  ufual  Rate  for  the 
cc  Cure,  and  would  not 
a  receive  that  neither, 
“  till  the  Reality  cf  it 
ic  had  been  evinced,  by 
u  the  Patients  continu- 
4C  ing  above  fix  Months 
ct  well  \  and  according- 
cc  ly  with  a  very  few 
u  Dofes  of  a  certain  Paw- 
tC  dcr  and  TinUure,  the 
c‘  Merchant  was  quick- 
tc  ly  freed,  not  only 
4i  from  his  Tains,  but 
44  from  his  Gouty  Tophi. 
4C  And  tho7  he  indulg'd* 
4C  himfelf  the  Drinking 
u  of  Rhenijh  Wine  very 
H  freely,  yet  he  never 
4t  had  a  Fit-  fince,  as 
4C  himfelf  affur 'd  me  one 
44  Morning  when  for 
4c  Exercife  fake  he  walk- 
44  ed  five  or  fix  Miles  to 
44  fee  me*  adding,,  that 
44  the  Man  that  cured 
4C  him  dying  fuddenly, 
44  he  never  could  difco- 
44  ver  what  the  Secret 


was  wherewith  fo 
44  many  had  been  freed 
44  from  a  Difeafe  that 
44  does  fo. often  mock  the 
44  Skill  of  the  greatest 
44  Doctors. 

What  I  promile  of 
my  Medicine  falls  far 
fhort  of  this  *,  for  what 
is  taken  of  it  whilfl:  the 
Patient  is  affli£i:ed,ferves 
only  to  eafe  the  Pain 
and  remove  the  prefent 
Fit \  to  retard  the  en- 
fuing  Fits,  and  free  the 
Patients  of  the  Gouty 
Difpofition,  requires  a 
more  reiterated  Ufe  of 
it  after  the  Fits  are  over 
as  well  as  when  the  Pa¬ 
tients  labour  under 
them :  Neither  have  I 
any  Examples  yet  that 
it  has  cured  any  where 
the  Gout  has  been  fo 
knotty  and  inveterate  as 
that  of  the  Dutch  Met* 
chant  above-mentioned  • 
tho7  from  the  Nature 
of  it,  I  am  induc’d  to 
hope  it  may  do  more  in 
that  particular,  upon  a 
fedulous  Ufe  of  it,  than 
either  my  felf,  or  thofe 
that  lhall  take  it  may 
be  aware  of. 

What 
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What  I  can  truft  to, 
and  the  Patient  may  de* 
pend  on  is  this,  that 
whether  the  Gout  be  in¬ 
veterate  or -not,  whene¬ 
ver  the  Fits  return, whe¬ 
ther  from  a  Debauch  or 
otherwife,  the  Medicine 
will  always  remove 
them,  and  immediately 
mitigate  the  Pain  as  be¬ 
fore,  with  this  Confola- 
tion,that  by  the  Change 
it  every  time  makes  on 
the  Blood  and  other 
Juices,  the  fucceeding 
Fits  grow  ftill  lefs  and 
lefs,  and  the  Pains 
dwindle,  without  the 
leaf!:  Detriment  to  the 
Conftitution ;  and  for 
this  Reafon  alone,  if  it 
could  do  nothing  elfe,  I 
think  it  an  admirable 
Remedy,  that  juftly  de- 
ferves  the  Name  of  a 
Specifick  in  the  Gout. 

The  Peruvian  Bark 
takes  off  the  Fit  of  an 
Ague,  and  if  duly  re¬ 
peated,  it  wholly  cures 
the  Patient  *,  but  this 
does  not  fecure  him  for 
the  future  ,  if  he  gets  an 
Ague  again,  he  muft  a- 
pain  take  the  Park,  and 
it  will  cure  him  as  be- 
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fore ;  the  fame  I  aflert 
of  my  Medicine  in  the 
Gout ;  and  if  the  one  be 
a  Specifick  r  why  not  the 
other  ? 

Whatever  Man  can 
fay,  nothing  is  fo  con¬ 
vincing  as  Matter  of 
Fafr,  and  therefore  I 
would  here  leave  offand 
refer  the  Reader  to  the 
Teftimonies  of  thofe  that 
have  tried  the  Medi¬ 
cine  *  But  that  I  cannot 
forbear  furnifhing  him 
with  one  Argument 
more  to  fiience  the 
fnarling  Methoditts  that 
might  perfuade  him  a-' 
gainft  the  Specifick  I  re¬ 
commend,  It  is  nothing 
but  a  Quotation  from 
the  candid  Sydenham^ 
who  labour’d  tinder  this 
Diftemper  fo  many 
Years.  Having  faid  that 
he  was  not  poffefs’d  of 
any  Specifick  again#  the 
Goutj  he  tells  us :  uTho% 
cc  by  my  longCourfeof 
“  thinking  I  am  induc’d 

to  believe  that  fuch 
cc  a  Remedy  will  be 
cc  fome  time  or  other 
lc  found  out  *,  and  when 
“  it  happens  to  be,  it 
u  will  expofe  thelgno- 

u  ranoe 
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44  ranee  of  the  Dogma- 
44  tied ,  and  then  it  will 
44  appear  how  much  they 
44  are  deceived  in  the 
4i  Knowledge  of  the 
Ejfcnces  of  Difeafes , 
14  and  in  the  Medicines 
44  they  life  for  them  *,  a 
44  plain  Instance  where- 
44  of  we  have  in  the 
4t  Difcovery  of  the  Pe- 
44  ruvian  Bark,  the  befl 
44  Specifick  for  Agues. For 
44  how  many  Ages  were 
44  the  Wits  of  the  moft 
44  diligent  Men  exerci- 
44  led  in  finding  out  the 
tc  Caufe  of  Agues  ^  where- 
tc  by  every  one  adapted 
44  a  Practice  beft  agree- 
44  ing  to  the  "theory  he 
44  had  framed  ?  But  how 
44  thofe  ways  of  Cure 
44  were  able  to  defend 
44  the  Theorems ,  is  ma- 
44  nifeft  from  thofe 
44  things  whereof  we 
44  have  yet  a  frefh  Re- 
cC  membrance,  in  which 
4*  placing  the  various 
44  Species  of  Intermit- 
44  tents,  in  the  various 
44  Humours  abounding 
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44  in  the  Body,  they 
44  were  wont  to  direct 
44  the  Method  of  Cure 
44  to  the  Alteration  and 
44  Evacuation  of  thofe 
44  Humours :  But  how 
44  unfuccefsfuily  they 
44  manag’d  it,  the  ill 
44  fuccefs  of  their  En- 
44  deavours,  but  efpeci- 
44  ally  the  happier  Ufe 
4t  of  the  Jefults  Bark 
44  makes  manifeftgby  the 
14  help  whereof  now, 
44  not  regarding  thefe 
44  Humour s ,  nor  Diet ,  or 
44  Regimen,  by  only  ob- 
44  ferving  a  due  Method 
44  of  giving  the  Bark , 
44  we  do  the  Bufinefs  ef- 
44  fe&ually,  and  fcarce 
44  ever  fail,  unlefs  the 
44  Sick  be  unneceffarily 
44  kept  hi  Bed  whilft  it 
44  is  ufed :  Which  not- 
44  withftanding  that  In- 
44  convenience,  the  Fe- 
44  ver  being  heighten’d 
44  by  the  heat  oftneBed, 
44  fo  great  is  the  Virtue 
44  of  the  Bark ,  the  Side 
44  is  moil  commonly 
44  cured  by  it. 
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O  R  the  Good  and  Benefit  of  fuch  Perfons  as 
Jr  are  afflided  with  the  Gout ,  This  is  to  certify, 
that  I  Veter  Varennc,  Bookfeller,  at  the  Senecas 
Head  near  Somerfet-Houfe  in  the  Strand ,  was  feiz’d 
with  an  Hereditary  Gout  about  the  Age  of  30, 
which  afflided  me  more  and  more  for  near  10 
Years,  and  ufed  to  lay  me  up  for  feveral  Weeks 
together  eight  or  ten  times  in  a  Year,  without 
getting  any  Relief,  tho’  I  tried  all  that  1  could  hear 
of,  and  all  to  no  Purpofe,  rather  worfe.  About 
three  Years  ago  I  was  taken  with  a  very  violent 
Fit,  that  held  me  for  five  Weeks  together,  fo 
that  I  was  not  able  to  ftir  a  Limb,  or  fuffer  fo 
much  as  the  Sheet  to  lye  upon  them *,  the  Pain 
and  Swelling  being  fo  very  terrible  and  torturing 
as  almoft  diftraded  me ;  at  laft  I  heard  of  a 
Drink  prepar’d  by  Mr.  John  Marten ,  Surgeon,  in 
Hatt on-Gar den,  I  had  it,  and  drank  of  it  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  Diredion,  and  in  a  few  Hours  it  gave 
me  fuch  wonderful  Eafe  as  cannot  be  exprefs’d  ; 
I  could  after  having  drank  half  the  Dofe,  fleep 
and  ftir  my  Limbs,  and  in  a  few  Days  after,  it 
wholly  remov’d  the  Fit,  fo  that  nothing  remain’d 
but  Weaknefs,  by  the  Humours  lying  fo  long, 
which  in  a  little  while  after  came  to  rights,  as 
that  I  was  able  to  follow  my  Bufinefs  ;  fo  that  I 
do  really  believe  the  Drink  is  not  to  be  match’d 
for  its  Excellency,  or  that  any  thing  in  the 
World  can  more  fafely  and  fpeedily  relieve.  And 
at  anytime  when  I  find  the  Gout  is  coming  I  be¬ 
take  my  felf  to  the  Drink,  and  the  Fit  is  imme¬ 
diately  gone,  fo  that  I  have  not  had  fince  I  ufed 
it  what  may  be  call’d  a  Fit;  for  before  I  ufed 
this  Drink,  the  Pains  would  fly  from  Joint  to 
Joint,  that  if  I  was  eafed  in  one  Part,  I  was  in 
Torture  in  another,  and  very  often  in  all  my 
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Limbs  at  once,  To  that  no  Part  was  free*,  but 
fince  my  ufing  of  this  Drink  $  wherever  the  Pain 
feiz’d  me  it  left  me  \  and  1  do  fincerely  believe, 
that  whoever  fhall  take  it  will  never  be  confin’d 
a  Day  with  the  Gvtit  \  I  knowing  feveral  People 
that  have  experienc’d  the  fame  as  well  as  my 
felf.  The  Truth  of  all  herein  mention’d,  I  am 
ready  to  teftify  upon  Oath,  whenever  it  is  need¬ 
ful  for  any  ones  Satisfaction,  as  wituefs  my  Hand, 
November  the  i  oth  1 7 1  z. 

Peter  Varennc* 

FO  R  the  good  of  thofe  alike  aillifted,  I  John 
Sayer  of  Bidlefdeu  in  the  County  of  Buchj 
Efq*,  do  Certifie,  That  having  Signs  of  the  Gout's 
coming  upon  me  for  about  a  Week,  which  grew 
more  and  .in ore,  till  at  length  1  was  in  great 
Pain,  and  could  fcarce  fet  my  Legs  to  the  Ground 
without  the  help  of  Crutches,  that  I  expe&ed  to 
be  laid  up  for  two  or  three  Months  together,  as 
1  was  laft  Fall  of  the  Leaf,  and  ufed  to  be  twice 
or  thrice  in  a  Year  \  but  being  inform'd  of  the 
Succefs  of  a  Drink  that  Mr.  Marten  in  Hatton- 
Garden ,  Surgeon,  gives  for  the  Gout ,  I  fent  my 
Man  for  it  on  Saturday  the  17th  of  this  Inftant 
January,  about  Noon,  and  drank  of  it  as  he  di¬ 
rected*  and  had  wonderful  Eafe  by  it  before  I 
went  that  Night  to  Bed,  and  flept  well,  which 
1  could  not  before ;  the  next  Day  all  Pain  was 
gone,  and  I  could  walk  about  my  Chamber  with¬ 
out  Crutches,  and  the  Day  following  I  went 
Abroad,  and  have  had  not  the  lea  ft  Appearance 
of  a  Fit  fince,  but  been  as  hearty,  lively  and 
brisk,  with  a  good  Appetite,  &c*  as  ever  in  my 
Life ,  and  all  owing  to  that  Excellent  Drink, 
which  upon  all  like  Occafions  I  fhall  never  be 
without  ;  The  Truth  of  which  I  will  at  any 

time 
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time  make  Affidavit,  as  witnefs  my  Hand  this 
2(5 th  of  January.,  17 12-13.  John  Say  erf 


Note ,  This  Gentleman  llnce  his  giving  me  this 
Certificate ,  being  unfortunately  kill’d  •,  his  Foot- 
Man,  James  Cherry,  that  he  fent  to  me  for  the 
Drink,  can  and  will  inform  any  Ferfon  of  its  Sue- 
cefs,  and  may  be  heard  of  at  Mr.  Morgans  a  Ha- 
berdafher  of  Small- Ware,  at  the  NagJ-Head  and 
Black- Boy  in  the  Old-Baily ,  within  two  or  three 
Doors  of  Ludgate-Hill ,  where  his  Maher  lodged. 


One  Mr.  7 'ho.  Bennett 
living  near  the  Church 
at  Greenwich ,  a  Perfon 
that  I  never  to  my 
Knowledge  faw  in  my 
Life,  fent  me  a  Letter  on 
Wednesday  the  2 1  ft  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  laft,  that  he  was 
feiz’d  violently  and 
(ufing  his  ownWordsJ 
to  the  Purpofe  with  the 
Gout ;  I  fent  him  my 
Drink  the  next  Day, 
which  he  drank  as  I 
direded  ,and  on  the  28th 
following  he  fends  me 


another  Letter  with  the 
Certificate  here-under 
enclos’d.  He  begins  his 
Letter  thus.  4  Sir,  I 
4  can’t  but  acknowledge 
4  that  I  have  found  more 
4  Benefit  by  your  Drink 
4  than  by  all  the  Medi- 
4  cines  I  ever  took  for 
4  thefe  12  Years  pad,  in 
c  its  carrying  off  the 
4  Pains  of  the  Gout  which 
c  are  generally  with  me 
4  very  violent }  it  has 
4  carry ’doffthe  Pain  out 
4  of  my  Stomach,  &c. 


THis  is  to  Certifie,  that  I  Thomas  Bennett  of 
Greenwich  in  Kent?  have  been  afflicted  with 
a  radicated  Gout  many  Years,  and  had  very  fe- 
vere  Fits  thereof,  and  being  lately  feiz’d  with  a 
very  violent  Fit,  which  extreamly  tortur'd  me, 
and  affefred  my  Stomach  as  well  as  my  joints, 
and  hearing  of  a  Drink  prepar’d  by  Mr.  Marten , 
Surgeon  in  Hatton- Garden,  I  had  it,  which  after 
I  had  drank  of  it  as  he  directed,  gave  me  per- 
fe&  Eafe  in  a  few  Hours,  and  carried  away  by 
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Urine,  the  Gouty  Humour  from  my  Stomach,  as 
well  as  Joints,  that  I  never  met  with  any  Me¬ 
dicine  that  did  me  any  thing  like  the  Good  that 
it  did  me,  and  which  I  cannot  but  acknowledge  in 
juftice  to  the  Medicine  ;  and  hope  upon  continu¬ 
ing  of  it,  it  may  in  time  clear  me  of  the  Gouty 
Humour,  as  witnefs  my  Hand  this  28th  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  1 7 1 2- 1 3 . 

x  -  Tho .  Bennett . 

FO  R  Publick  Good,  I  John  Noden  in  Rich - 
bell-Court  in  Red-Lyon-Street  in  Holbourn ,  do 
declare  and  certifie,  That  I  was  in  violent  Tor¬ 
ture  with  the  Gout,  in  the  great  Joint  of  my 
great  Toe,  which  was  alfo  very  red  and  much 
fwell’d,  and  upon  my  drinking  a  Liquor  1  got 
from  one  Mr.  Marten  a  Surgeon  in  Hatton-Garden , 
I  was  perfe&ly  eafed  after  a  few  Dofes  drinking 
It,  that  the  Pain  was  gone,  and  the  Swelling 
afwaged ;  and  had  I  not  been  oblig’d  at  the 
fourth  Days  drinking  it  to  walk  abroad  about 
my  Affairs,  I  had  fooner  recover’d  the  full  Ufe 
and  Strength  of  my  Foot,  and  do  recommend  it 
as  a  moft  wonderful  Medicine,  and  declare,  that 
!  never  could  get  any  thing  like  it,  for  I  was  uled 
always  to  be  laid  up  for  Weeks  together  in  great 
Pain  with  the  Gout  before  I  met  with  this  Drink, 
and  now  don’t  expeft  ever  to  be  laid  up  a  Day, 
in  witnefs  whereof  I  here  fet  my  Hand  the  14th 
of  January  17x2-13. 

John  Noden . 


On  Thurfday  the  1 3th  J 
of  November  laft,  I  was  I 
Lent  for  about  Noon  to 
one  Mr.  Thompfon ,  the 
Mailer  of  the  Gcorge-Im 


in  High-Holbourn^vjhom 
I  found  in  great  Pain 
with  the  Gout  in  one  of 
his  Legs,  that  had  held 
him  feveral  pays,  and 

pot 


of  the  GO  11  T. 


19 


not  able  to  fet  it  to  the 
Ground  ^  I  lent  him  my 
Drink  in  the  Evenings 
which  was  as  foon  as  1 
could  get  it  ready,  hap¬ 
pening  then  to  have  none 
prepar’d.  He  began  to 
drink  of  it  about  eight 
or  nine  that  Night  *,  I 
went  to  fee  him  the  next 
Day  in  the  Evening,  and 
found  him  at  Eafe,  play¬ 
ing  at  Tables  by  the 
Fire.  He  would  have 
paid  me  for  it  then,  but 


|  not  willing  to  hinder 
him,  i  bid  him  let  it 
alone,  and  I  would  call 
a  Monday  following, 
which  I  did,  and  found 
him  below  Stairs  in  the 
Kite  bin,  from  whence 
cifofs  :a  Yard  he  came 
walking  to  me  to  the 
Room  behind  the  Bar, 
where  he  paid  me  for  it, 
and  drank  part  of  a 
Pint  of  Wine  with 
me. 


THis  is  to  Certifie  thofe  it  may  concern,  That 
I  Richard  Davis,  Butcher  at  Cow-Crofs,  was 
taken  on  Wednefdky  being  Chrifimas-Eve ,  with  the 
Gout  in  a  riioft  miferable  manner,  which  pain’d 
me  fo  violently  in  ray  Legs  and  one  Hand,  that 
I  could  not  help  crying  and  roaring  out,  the  Pain 
being  as  if  Dogs  were  gnawing  my  Flefh,  that  I 
had  no  reft  Night  nor  Day,  which  held  me  fo 
till  the  Monday  following,  and  would  in  all  like- 
lihood  have  fo  continued  for  Weeks  together  as 
it  ufed  to  do,  but  that  being  told  of  a  Drink  for 
Cure  of  theGW,  to  be  had  at  Mr.  Martens,  Sur¬ 
geon  in  Hatton-G dr  den,  I  fent  for  it,  and  began 
to  drink  of  it  that  Evening  as  he  directed  me, 
and  it  gave  me  entire  Eafe  in  a  very  little  time, 
that  I  flept  well  that  Night,  and  the  next  Day 
I  was  able  to  walk  about  the  Houfe,  and  the 
Day  following  abroad,  as  witnefs  my  Hand  the 
3 1  ft  of  December  171-2 • 

Rich.  Davis. 
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Oil  the  25th  of  No¬ 
vember  laft  one  Mr.  John 
Gore ,  a  Pale-Ale  Brew¬ 
er,  at  the  Swan-Inn  at 
Holborn- Bridge,  fent  me 
the  following  Letter. 

4  Sir,  The  Gout  feiz’d 
4  me  on  Monday  laft  in 
*  my  Elbow,  with  a 
4  fwelling  and  violent 
4  Pain,  which  is  fome- 
4  thing  abated  now,  and 
4  is  fallen  very  much  in- 
4  to  my  Hand,  which  is 
4  ufelefs,  and  I  begin  to 
4  feel  a  little  Pain  in 
4  one  of  my  Knees  to 
4  Night  *,  about  this 
4  time  laft  Year  I  had  a 
4  Fit  of  it,  which  laft- 
4  ed  till  March ,  and  1 
4  lay  a  great  part  of  the 
4  time  in  Bed,  not  ha- 
4  ving  been  able  to  ufe 
4  any  of  my  Limbs,  for 
4  it  was  in  my  Hands, 

4  Wrifts, Elbows, Knees, 

4  and  all  over  me.  I 
4  have  been  affii&ed  with 
4  it  near  20  Years.  If 
4  you  believe  you  can 
4  relieve  me,  it  will  be 
4  an  aft  of  Kindnefs  to  ! 
4  do  it,  but  if  you  think 
4  you  cannot,  I  defire 
4  you’ll  be  plain  with 
4  me.  Sir  I  Ihall  be 


4  grateful  to  you,  &c. 

I  went  to  fee  him, 
and  provided  him  the 
Drink,  which  he  paid 
me  for,  and  by  that 
time  he  had  drank  it 
.four  Days  or  lefs,  all 
his  Pains  had  left  hitrij, 
and  his  joints  more  pli¬ 
able,  as  he  told  me  at 
my  vifiting  him  the  fe- 
cond  time  }  tho’  a  very 
great  Weaknefs  remain¬ 
ed  by  the  Gouty  Hu¬ 
mours  lying  fo  long  and 
feverely  on  his  joints. 
Upon  this  Amendment 
he  wrote  and  fent  me 
the  following  Letter. 

4  Sir,  I  think  my  felf 
4  oblig’d  in  juftice  to 
4  you ,  and  in  Charity 
4  to  the  World,  topub- 
4  lifh  your  Medicine  ; 
4  Pll  draw  up  a  form  of 
4  a- Certificate  as  foon 
4  as  I  get  out  of  my  Bed, 
4  and  in  the  beginning, 
4  or  fome  Day  next 
4  Week,  will  make  you 
4  a  Vifit  with  it. 

1  am , 

Sir , 

Tour  Humble  Servant , 
Johi>Gore, 
But 


of  the  GOUT. 


But  he  being  weak  by 
the  Diftemper’s  lying 
long  on  him  as  aforefaid, 
and  a  Perfon  of  a  very 
untoward  habit  of  Bo¬ 
dy,  and  the  Gout  as  in¬ 
veterate  and  chronick 
as  moil  known,  and  ne¬ 
ver  took  the  Drink  for 
more  than  four  Days,  as 
already  faid,  tho’  1  ad¬ 
vis’d  his  continuing  it 
longer,  which  he,  to 
avoid  the  Charge  as  he 
told  me  fince,  declin’d, 
lias  not  yet  been  with 


me  to  perform  the  lat¬ 
ter  part  of  his  Letter, 
but  to  fhew  the  Opinion 
he  notwithftanding  re¬ 
tain’d  of  the  Remedy, he 
fent  mefoon  after  a  line 
or  two  that  he  will, 
with  this  Addition.  Tour 
Drink  feems  to  be  the  mofl 
rational  Method  to  me  of 
removing  the  Gout,  of  any 
thing  I  have  yet  ufed ,  but 
it  is  not  to  be  believ’d 
that  four  Days  can  eradi¬ 
cate  a  chronick^  fiubborn 
Difiemfer,  &c. 


I  Mary  Hodgfon  in  Wharton’s  Court ,  near  the  end 
of  Grays- Inn-  Lane ,  certify,  That  a  Servant 
Maid  of  mine,  one  Hannah  Smith ,  was  fo  grie- 
voufly  affli&ed  with  the  wandring  Gout  or  Rheu- 
matifm ,  that  fhe  could  not  ftir  her  Limbs  or  whole 
Body  if  fhe  had  been  to  gain  the  World,  but 
lay  as  if  fhe  was  faften’d  to  the  Bed,  and  in  fuck 
violent  wracking  Pains,  as  made  her  cry  out,  and 
was  alfo  fo  very  much  fwell’d  in  her  Limbs ,  Sto¬ 
mach,  and  up  to  her  Throat,  that  we  could  not 
tell  what  to  do  with  her*,  but  remembring  to 
have  heard  of  a  6W-Medicine  which  Mr.  Marten 
the  Surgeon  in  Hatt  on-Gar  den,  had  done  great 
Cures  with,  my  Daughter  fent  the  Maids  Sifter 
to  him,  and  had  it,  and  by  that  time  fhe  had  taken 
a  few  Dofes  of  it,  fhe  had  fuch  wonderful  Eafe 
as  can  fcarce  be  believ’d  but  by  thofe  that  faw 
itsEfFe&s,  and  alfo  could  ftir  and  ufe  her  Limbs, 
which  fhe  could  not,  nor  had  not  done  for  fome 
Days  before,  as  feveral  befides  my  felf  that  were 

pre- 
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prefent,  and  were  Eye  and  Ear  Witnefles  of  the 
fame  can  teftifie,  as  witnefs  my  Hand  this  31ft 
of  January ,  1 7 1 2- 1 3 . 

Mary  Hodgfon . 

-  '  1  ^  t  ■  '  •  *  ■ 

ripHis  is  to  certify,  That  I  Gilbert  Pincte>  A- 
pothecary  in  Leather -lam,  Holbourn ,  have 
been  affii&ed  with  an  Hereditary  Gout  for  many 
Years,  my  Father  dying  of  it  •  and  being  taken 
with  a  very  violent  Fit,  that  pain’d  me  in  a 
moft  terrible  manner  in  my  Knees  and  right 
Hand,  that  I  could  have  no  reft  or  eafe,  and 
hearing  of  zGoikt- Brinks  noted  forgiving  prefent 
Eafe,  that  was  prepar’d  by  Mr.  Marten ,  Surgeon 
in  Hatt on-Gar dm ,  I  fent  my  Son  a  Sunday  laft  the 
8th  of  this  Inftant,  about  Noon,  for  it,  and 
drank  of  it,  and  it  gave  me  wonderful  and  fpee- 
dy  Eafe,  taking  away  all  my  Pains  beyond  any 
thing  I  ever  knew  or  could  imagine  it  poflible  for 
any  Medicine  to  do  in  fo  (hort  a  time,  infomuch  • 
that  I  really  believe  it  the  beft  Remedy  that  can 
be  for  that  Purpofe,  for  as  the  Sunday  before  I 
drank  it,  1  could  not  fuffer  the  leaft  thing  to 
touch  me  where  the  Pains  lay,  nor  fo  much  'as 
clofe  my  Fingers  to  hold  any  thing  between 
them,  they  were  fo  fwelPd  and  painful,  I  can 
now,  tho’  this  is  but  W&dnefday,  hold  a  Pen  and 
write,  as  witnefs  my  Hand  this  nth  of  Februa¬ 
ry,  1712-13. 

Gilbert  Finche . 

TRa?idal  ALynjlmllj  Gent,  in  Eaglc-fireet ,  near 
Red-  Lyon- Square,  hereby  acknowledge,  That 
being  in  a  moft  wretched  Condition  afflicted  with 
the  Pains  of  the  Gout  and  Rheumatifm ,  as  not  able 
to  ftir  or  turn  my  (elf  in  my  Bed,  without  all 
hopes  of  help  j  and  being  told  by  a  Relation  of 

mine 
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mine  of  a  Drink  which  one  Mr.  Marten  in  Hat* 
ton  Garden ,  Surgeon,  made,  that  would  prefently 
remove  thofe  wracking  Pains,  I  defir’d  him  to 
get  it  for  me  on  Monday  laft,  the  9th  Inftant* 
which  he  then  did,  and  upon  drinking  it  I  found 
fuch  Eafe,  as  I  could  not  expefl,  confidering  how 
bad  I  was,  it  foon  taking  off  all  my  Pains,  and 
which  if  I  had  not  had  that  Drink,  in  all  proba¬ 
bility  the  Pains  would  have  kill’d  me?  they  were 
fo  very  violent,  fo  as  no  Mortal  could  fcarCe  bear 
rhem,  as  witnefs  my  Hand  this  13th  of  Februa~ 


ry7  17 1 2-1 3. 

Tho’  the  aforegoing 
Certificates ,  at  any  time, 
if  requir’d,  will  be  made 
Affidavits ,  yet  are  they 
but  a  very  fmall  part  of 
the  Aflurances  I  can 
produce, and  might  have 
added  for  the  Honour 
of  my  Specific as  ftrong 
and  effe&ual  as  can  be 
defir’d,  had  I  like  other 
Surgeons,  made  my  Pra¬ 
ctice  General,  Yand  not 
(  as  I  thought  it  my  In- 
tereft  )  confin’d  my  felf 
almofl  to  one  Branch 
alone;  which,  and  the 
Cenforioufnefs  of  the 
Age,  difcourag’d  them 
from  offering,  and  me 
from  asking  the  Liber¬ 
ty  ;  whereby  at  prefent 
no  mention  is  to  be 


Randal  Mynjhu/h 

made  of  them  ;  befides, 
fhould  I  have  added  any 
more  Inftances  of  Cures 
perform’d  by  this  Sped- 
fick ,  l  might  juftly  fear 
that  confidering  the 
fmall  Bulk  of  this  7 re& 
tife ,  the  Reader  fhould 
upbraid  me  with  felling 
him  inftead  of  a  Boo ^ 
a  Catalogue  of  Certificates  ; 
and  if  thofe  already  pro¬ 
duced  fhould  not  prove 

Satisfa&ory  to  any,  * 

doubt  it  is  only  to 
fuch  as  have  no  mind 
to  be  fatisfied  at  alh 
Perfons  of  Quality,  I 
know  are  feldom  of  the 
firft  that  make  Trials  of 
this  Nature,  and  fo  it 
is  no  wonaer  I  have 
yet  none  of  their  Te« 
G 
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ftimonies  •,  but  as  there  I  Story  of  our  famous 
is  no  reafon  but  the  Me-  j  Sir  Robert  Talbor  ,  with 


dicine  will  have  the 
fame Effie&s  upon  them 
as  upon  others,  I  make 
no  doubt,  when  they 
come  to  be  convinc'd  of 
its  univerfalSuccefs,but 
they  will  efteem  it  a 


which  I’ll  dtfmifs  the 
Reader.  Talbor ,  who  was 
Servant  to  an  Apothecary 
in  Cambridge ,  having 
learned  theUfe  of  the 
Je fiats  Bark  came  up  to 
London ,  where  not  find- 


Service  to  themfelves,  jing  fufficient  Encou- 
as  I  fhall  an  Honour  to  Iragement,  and  his  Au- 


rae,  to  make  ufe  of  it,  jthoritynot  being  great 
and  like  wife  for  publick  |  enough  to  give  Credit 
Good,  proclaim  it  ^  re-  j  to  the  Remedy,  he  tra- 
garding  more  what  the  j  vels  into  Kent,  and  there 
Medicine  does, than  who  i  from  Town  to  Town 
or  what  the  Perfon  is  j  Cures  all  forts  of  Aguesr 
that  difpenfes  it  y  and  I  i  by  which  having  got 
am  fo  well  allur’d  of  the  j  Money,  and  A  durance  of 


Safety  and  Certainty  of 
the  Remedy,  that  I  dare 


the  Efficacy  of  the  Re¬ 
medy,  he  returns  to 


pawn  my  Life  if  one  in  London ,  and  fets  up  by 
a  thcufand  be  difap-  the  Name  of  Dr  .Talbor. 
pointed  by  it  y  and  when  At  firft  he  was  loaded 
it  fhall  have  paved  its  with  the  infamous  Name 
own  way,  and  come  to  of.  Ouacky  but  fo  great 
be  univerfally  known,  I  was  his  Succefs,  that  he 
fhall  have  no  occafion  feldom  fail’d  of  Curing 
to  fay  any  more  of  the  all  he  undertook.  At 
Sfeciftck ,  or  the  Gout  ei-  length  he  was  fent  for 


ther,  according  to  the 
old  Latin  Proverb,  Vbi 
rerum  Tefiimoma  adfunt 
non  opts  efi  verbis.  Where 
, Matter  of  Faff  [peaks  there 
is  no  need  of  Words ,  This 
puts  me  in  mind  of  the 


to  Courts  gave  his  Medi¬ 
cine  to  King  Charles  the 
Second,  and  was  by  him 
Knighted .  He  liv’d  as 
great  as  any  Man,  kept 
open  Houfe,  and  Eat  in 
gilt  Plate,  yet  to  do  him. 

light, 
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right,  he  was  eafie  e- 1  with  an  Ague,  feem’d 
hough  to  poor  or  ordi-  enclin’d  to  make  ufe;  of 
nary  People,  but  the  TalboK s  Medicine  but 
Rich  he  made  to  pay  for  that  his  Phyilcians  pre- 
it  *,  and  had  he  been  fo  tending  a  wonderful 
cunning  as  to  have  con-  Care  for  his  Majtflf  s 
ceal’d  his  Medicine,  he  Life,  flrenuoufly  op- 
might  have  had  an  E~  pos’d  it  with  ail  the 
Rate  alraoft  equal  to  a  Rhetorick  and  Intereft 
Trince :  But  it  coming  they  were  Matters  -  of, 
to  the  Knowledge  of  The  King  in  the  mean 
our  Phyficians,  and  they  time  very  much  tired 
falling  into  the  Ufe  of  with  his  {baking  Conl- 
it,  .put  fome  Check  to  panion,  and  feeing  eve-- 
his  extraordinary  Bufi-  ry  Body  Cured  whom 
nefs  *,  whereupon  he  goes  Talbor  undertook,  ap- 
to  France,  where  Agues  points  an  interview  be- 
were  then  Epldemick, and  tween  his  Phyficians 
having  likewife  cured  and  the  Foreigner,  and 
abundance  of  People  being  refolv’d  to  know 
there,  he.  was  at  laft  the  Reafons  why  he 
Lent  for  to  perfons  of  might  not  be  Cured  as 
the  high  eft  i*ank,  and  well  as  others,  orders 
had  equal  Succefs,  Cu-  that  the  Matter  fhould 
ring  (as  Mr  .Peter  the  be  difcufs’d  in  his  Pre- 
Surgeon.  tells  us  in  his  fence.  Accordingly  they 
Account  of  the  Jefuits  met,  and  to  begin  me- 
Bark, from  whence  1  took  thodically  with  the  f)e-» 
part  of  this  Story  )  the  finitidn  of  the  Diflem- 
Prince  of  Cende  and  others  per,  one  of  the  Phyfkl- 
of  the  Blood  Royal  of  ans  thinking  afterwards 


France ,  and  was  largely 
rewarded ,  having  a 
thoufand  Piftols  given 
him  for  one  Cure  *,  info- 
much  that  the  King  him- 


to  come  gradually  near¬ 
er  to  the  Point,  ask’d 
Talbor,  What  is  an  Ague  ? 
Talbor,  who  knew  little 
of  Phyfick,  but  was  Pure 


ielf  being  likewife  fei^’d  I  of  his  Medicine }  to  pr 
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ye  at  all  future  Quefti- 
ons,  anfwer’d  very  con- 
cifely.  An  Ague  is  a 
Difiemper,  which  /  can 
Cure  and  you  can  V.  The 
Phyljcians  look’d  upon 
one  another,  the  King 
laugh’d  heartily,  took 
Talbors  Medicine,  and 
to  the  great  Mortificati¬ 
on  of  the  whole  Faculty 
of  Phylick,  was  Cured 
as  others  had  been  be¬ 
fore  him*,  which  great 
SuccefTes,  and  felling  his 
Medicine  to  the  King  of 
franc e  for  a  great  Sum 
of  Money,  made  him  fo 
hated  by  the  French  Phy- 
ficians,  that  the  j King 
allow’d  him  a  Guard,  a 
Swifs  being  continually 
at  his  Door.  He  liv’d 
fome  Years  in  France  ve¬ 
ry  profufely,  and  at  laft 
died  there,  not  without 
Sufpicion  of  being  Poi~ 
fond.  '  \ 

I  don’t  believe  that 
Envy  and  Malice  attend 
lefs  on  worthy  Perfor¬ 
mances  now  than  in 
Talhor* s  Time :  But  to 
leave  as  little  room  for 
JPoubts  and  DetraElion  as 
is  poffible,  I  ftall  con¬ 
clude  with  this  Notice  to 

i  •-  '  - —  •  .  - — ..  —  -r — - 


the  Publick,  7 hat  where - 
ever  there  is  a  Patient  or 
Patients  labouring  under 
the  moFb  exquifite  'Tor¬ 
ments  of  the  Gout,  if  he 
or  they  make  ufe  of  my 
Specifick,  I  profer  to  fit 
by ,  and  attend  the  Opera - 
tion  of  the  Medicine  }  fo 
that  every  Phyfician ,  and 
every  Patient  that  quefli - 
ons  the  Truth  of  what  I 
have  here  ufferted ,  may 
fee  it  confirm’d  in  few, 
Hours ,  or  at  leaTb  have 
the  Pleafure  of  Laughing 
at  me  for  a  pofitive  Cox¬ 
comb  that  pretends  ta 
more  than  he  can  perform » 
And  till  fuch  7'ryal  or  Try- 
als  are  made ,  it  will  be 
ungenerous  in  any ,  either 
to  decry  or  difpife  it. 

While  the  Prefs  wat¬ 
ted  for  my  Corre&ing 
thefe  laft  Pages,  a  long 
Letter  came  to  my 
Hands  from  an  Anoni- 
mous  Author,  under  the 
Pretence  of  Friend/hip, 
but  indeed  in  ridicule  of 
my  Advertifement  in 
the  PoH-Poy  of  ‘Tucfday 
the  x  oth  of  February  laft, 
about  the  Gout ;  with  a 
wonder  I  Ihould  ex  pole 
my  iclf'ia' attempting 

i  >  *  ..  fi,  *  ' 
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the  Cure  of  an  invete¬ 
rate  rooted  Diftemper 
in  a  few  Hours,  by  one 
particular  Medicine , 
which  has  for  fo  many 
Ages  baffled  the  Endea¬ 
vours  of  the  belt  of  Me¬ 
thods  and  Medicines  ad- 
miniftred  by  the  great 
eft  Phyficians:  And  at 
]aft  tells  me  he  knows 
a  Medicine,  that  by  be¬ 
ing  us’d  only  outward¬ 
ly  will  fooner  remove 
the  Gouty  Pains,  than  my 
inward  Specific £,  and  he 
does  not  know  but  fa- 
fer  too.  In  the  firft 
place,  I  muft  take  leave 
to  tell  the  querulous 
Writer,  that  he  is  Ma¬ 
iler  of  but  little  Senfe, 
to  miftake  fo  grofly, 
what  in  that  Advertife- 
ment  I  afflerted  fo  plain¬ 
ly  •,  and  juft  the  fame 
portion  of  Brains  has  he 
In  fpeaking  againft  a  Me¬ 
dicine  he  knows  nothing 
of.  What  I  faid  in  that 
Advertifement  was  this. 
If  1  am  not  that  lucky 
Per f on  that  has  hit  upon 
the  Remedy  that  will  tho¬ 
roughly  Cure,  I  affirm 
to  have  difcoverd  a  Spe¬ 
cific^  that  being  drank, 


will  fafely  and  perfectly 
eafe  the  mo ft  violent  Paint 
of  that  Diftemper  in  a  few 
Hours ,  it  having  done  it 
to  feveral  that  have  lain 
under  the  Wrack^and  Tor¬ 
ment  of  them  for  many 
Weeks  together  without  any 
help  or  eafe  :  Which ,  if  it 
would  do  nothing  elje ,  I 
take  to  be ,  and  the  Pati¬ 
ents  have  thought  fo ,  a 
great  piece  of  Service ,  &  c. 
That  it  will  do  what  l 
faid  of  it,  the  foregoing 
Proofs,  I  think  fuffici- 
ently  make  manifeft  ; 
and  if  by  its  fw.ee t  Bal¬ 
my  Parts,  it  will  quali¬ 
fy,  foften,  and  take  away 
the  Edge  of  the  {harp* 
fait,  corrofive  Humours 
that  fret  and  gnaw  the 
moft  fenfible  Parts  a- 
bout  the  Joints,  fo  as 
to  lead  the  Patient  fafe¬ 
ly  and  fpeedily  from 
the  moft  unfufferabft 
Tortures  of  that  Di~ 
ftem  per  into  perfeft 
Eafe,  even  to  admira¬ 
tion,  as  it  will  infallibly 
do,  and  I  believe  be¬ 
yond  any  other  thing  in 
the  World,  why  may  ft 
not  in  pvocefs  of  time, 
upon  a  due  Obfervance 

as 
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as  to  Eating  and  Drink¬ 
ing,  &c.  make  a  tho¬ 
rough  Cure  ?  I  make  it 
a  queftion,  becaufe  as  I 
have  not  yet  tried  it  fo 
far,  I  fhall  not,  nor  have 
I  inferted  it  will,  as  may 
be  feen  in  fome  of  the 
Pages  of  this  Treatife. 

What  1  faid  laft  as  to 
its  Cure,  may  perhaps 
gaul  my  angry  Gentle¬ 
man  again,  but  in  Jufti- 
fieation  of  what  I  fay, 
1  fhall  take  the  Pains  to 
latisfy  him,  if  he  is  to 
befatisfied,  that  it  may 
not  be  altogether  fo  im- 
poffible  as  he  imagines, 
even  in  the  worft  of 
the  Diftemper,  in  fome 
Bodies  *,  and  fhall  alfo 
whifper  a  word  or  two 
in  his  Ear,  as  to  his  ex¬ 
ternal  Arcanum ,  which 
he  fets  fuch  a  value 
upon  *,  And  this  I 
cannot  fo  well  do,  as 
from  one  of  the  belt 
Authors  Europe  ever 
bred,  I  mean  the  late 
Ornament  of  his  Age 
and  Country,  the  de- 
fervedly  famous  Dr.  Sy¬ 
denham  y  whofe  Works 
all  the  learned  World 
admire,  believing  bis 


Sentiments  will  have 
more  weight  with  my 
Antagonist  than  all  I  am 
able  to  fay,  he  being  in 
his  time  a  Phyfician,that 
as  a  good  Author  who 
intimately  knew  him, 
lays,  L  was  of  filch  un- 
1  wearied  Diligence  in 
c  Obfcrving  *,  fuch  ready 
4  Sagacity  in  Difcerning  \ 

1  fuch  nice  accuracy  in 
c  Defer ibing  }  and  fuch 
c  happy  Skill  in  Curing 
1  Difeafes  ^  together 
4  with  fuch  undifembled 

1 

4  Candour  in  frankly 
c  imparting  to  the 
4  World  his  Difcove- 
4  ries }  that  no  Age ,  no 
4  Nation  can  boa  ft  his 
4  Equal ,  much  lefs  'his 
c  Svperiour ,  fince  the 
4  great  Hippocrates*  This 
inimitable  Man,  having 
fard  that  he  believ’d  the 
Gout  was  to  be  Cured, 
goes  on,  and  tells  us  in 
Subftance  this.  Whatever 
Method  is  taken  for  it ,  as 
it  is  a  chronick  Difeafe, 
whofe  Caufe  having  pafs'd 
into  an  Habits  to  the  fub * 
verting  and  destroying  the 
priftine  and  natural  O eco¬ 
nomy  of  the  Body ,  efpecially 
where  the  Patient  hath  in¬ 
dulged 
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dulgJj  bimfelf  in  Surfeit¬ 
ing  and  Drunkennefs,  neg¬ 
lected  his  wonted  Exercifes , 
and  vs  worn  out  by  Sloth  and 
Idlenefs,  or  by  hard  Study , 
or  continual  and  inter/ fe 
‘Thinking,  or  by  fome  other 
Errors  of  Life ,  muft  be 
us' d  conflantly  and  daily 
with  the  great  eft  Diligence  j 
for  the  preternatural  Hu¬ 
mours  that  are  heap’d  up-) 
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in  old  People ,  yet  the  Cure 
is  to  be  endeavour  d  as 
much  as  the  Strength  and 
Age  will  permit ,  and  the 
nearer  or  further  off  from 
this  Mark^  the  Patient  isy 
he  will  more  or  lefs  avoid 
the  Tyranny  of  the  Gout  y 
nor  can  this  Intention  be 
anfwer'd  altogether  by  Me¬ 
dicine ,  unlefs  regardbe  had 
likewife  to  Diet ,  and  thofe 


and  arriv’d  to  the  high  eft  other  things  call’d  Non - 


Degree-)  do  fo  confound  all , 
[often  the  Flefh ,  and  wea¬ 
ken  the  Joints^  that  when 
they  breakout-,  they  readily 
receive  the  Humours  that 
fall  on  them  j  and  that  he 
that  endeavours  to  drive  it 
away  by  this  or  that  Reme¬ 
dy  or  Regimen  now  and 
then  ufed ,  labours  in  vain  \ 
becaufe  as  the  Habit  is 
chiefly  founded ,  and  con - 
flfts  as  well  in  the  Weaknefs 
of  all  the  DigeftionSj  as  in 
the  want  of  the  natural 
Strength  of  the  particular 
Tarts ,  both  of  them  muft 
be  provided  against ,  in  or¬ 
der  to  reflore  them  gradu¬ 
ally  to  their  former  State  • 
and  to  perform  this  fully 
and  perfeftly ,  may  not  feem 
poftible ,  as  any  Habit  is  dif¬ 
ficultly  changed^  efpecially 


Naturals ,  fuch  Perfons  as 
think  it  may ,  will  be 
mo  ft  certainly  deceived . 

Now  how  far  either 
the  Advertilement,  or 
my  Opinion,  ( which 
correfponds  with  the 
juft-now-mention’dPhy- 
ficians )  comes  near  my 
kind  Friend’s  Aflertioit 
in  his  Letter,  that  I  pro¬ 
pos'd  to  Cure  the  worst  of 
Gouts  in  the  worft  of  Bo¬ 
dies ,  in  a  few  Hours ,  I 
leave  the  Reader  to 
judge.  And  then  for  his 
external  Remedy  that 
he  fays  will  do  fooner 
and  fafer  than  my  inter¬ 
nal  Specifick ,  which  1  fay 
he  knows  not  a  tittle  of, 
you  fhall  hear  what  the 
fame  great  and  good 
Phyfician  fays  of  fuch. 
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Jf  any  one  enquires  for  ex¬ 
ternal  Remedies  to  eafe  the 
Tains  of  the  Gout,  I  hi¬ 
therto  know  none ,  tho  I 
have  tried  many  in  my  felf 
and  other s<)  having  been  af¬ 
flicted  with  that  Diflcmper 
near  ^\Years\  therefore  let 
none  impofe  upon  them - 
felves  that  way ,  for  1  con¬ 
fidently  affirm ,  that  the 
great  eft  part  of  thofe  who 
have  perijlfd  in  the  Gout, 
have  not  been  fo  properly 
kill’d  by  the  Difeafe ,  as  by 
improper  Applications  of  ex¬ 
ternal  Medicines .  And  if 
any  one  will  try ,  by  ufng 
them  at  the  beginning  or 
prog  refs  of  a  Fit ,  (the  time 


he  mo  ft  wants  them)  he  will 
foon  perceive  how  fruiilefs 
they  are ,  and  hoW  vain  his 
Hopes . 

This  I  think  is  fufficient 
to  make  any  one  afraid 
how  they  meddle  with 
outward  Applications; 
but  as  the  Difcuffion  of 
thefe  Matters  happen’d 
at  3  Juncture  unexped- 
edly,  if  what  is  faid 
fhould  not  be  fufficient 
to  fatisfy  hint  (who  fays 
he’s  a  Phyfician)  that 
occafion’d  it,  it  may  be 
of  fem  e  ufe  to  others ,  and 
fo  far  I  may  reft  in  hope 
that  my  Labour  will  not 
be  altogether  loft. 


Notey  Tho’  this  Drink  will  keep,  and  for  that 
reafon  may  be  fent  to  any  part  of  England ,  yet 
to  prevent  being  impos'd  upon  by  my  Enemies, 
who  may  not  flick  to  contrive  ways  to  blaft,  if 
poffiible,  the  Credit  of  the  Medicine,  I  refolve  to 
difpofe  of  none  of  it  from  this  time  forward, 
till  I  firft  fee  or  am  fatisfied  how7  the  Patient  is, and 
that  he  drinks  it  according  to  Diredions ;  without 
hisftridlyobferving  which,  I  wiii  not  be  anfwer- 
able  for  the  Succefs. 


Note  alfo ,  That  if  any  Perfons  in  the  Country* 
fhould  require  further  Satisfadion  than  what  this 
Treatife  affords,  unlefs  with  an  Order  for  the 
Medicine,  they  are  dehr’d  to  pay  thePoftage  of  the 
Letters  they  fend  me,  or  exped  no  Anfwer* 


FIN!  S' 


